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CONDITIONS, MILITARIZATION 


SYDNEY MORNING HERALD i 


ticle by David Hirst] 


TRIPOLI, Wednesday: “The 
people are in power in Libya. 
How should I krcw what thev are 
‘doing in every pice. Ldont know 
what nappenec _: the university. 
wo and see for vourself.” 

“har he ts not a conventional 
“Jead of State, that he has no 
executive or administrative 
authority, is an alsbi in which 
- clone! Gaddafi frequently takes 

efuge when confronted with 
euestions he does not care to 
an wer. 

And ‘t was with this dismissive 
reply to an inquiry about the 
recent executions of twe students 
at Trisoli University that, last 
week, re concluded an aggressive 
rress conference devoted to the 
events at the London People's 
surea: 

Hai it not teen for those 
events, the macabre university 
hangings, on Apri 16, would 
never wave had the publicity, at 
aome er abroad, which they did. 

It was at the university's Col- 
lege cf Education, that a third- 
vear geography student, Jamila 
Durman, told me about the 
hangings. 

“They were not executed,” she 
corrected me in respon® to the 
first, “they were liquidated.” 

The two students had been 
convicted as “enemies of the 
revolution.” One of them, in the 
pharmacy college, was said to 
have met Saudi diplomats in 
mosques. He eventually con- 
fessed; he was a member of the 
Islamic Liberation organisation, 
an extreme fundamentalist sect. 


~ 


The other was an agricultural 
student who was accused of 
conspiring on behalf of an organi- 
sation called the islamic Van- 
guards. 

There have been student execu- 
tions before. But these latest ones 
seem to have been particularly 
well rehearsed in their exemplary 
intent. As such, they were symp- 
tomatic of the hardening battle 
lines between the regime and its 
opponents. So, of course, was the 
reaction from the opposition. 

The hangings contnbuted to the 
demonstration outside the Lon- 
don People’s Bureau. And this 
had an unprecedented resonance 
inside Libya. “Everyone listens to 
the BBC now”, said one of the 
rare taxi drivers to venture a 
political comment. The authonties 
are now trying to jam BBC 
broadcasts. 

There are various accounts of 
what happened in Libya itself. 
One ceriatnty is the burning of the 
university auditorium. Colonel 
Gaddafi is reported to have been 
simultaneously burned in effigy. 

There are also reports that 
revolutionary committee members 
have been assassinated in reprisal. 

It is difficult to measure just 
how intense and widespread is the 
opposition to Colonel Gaddafi's 
ruic, but there ts no doubt that the 
material benefits which his revolu- 
tion did bring and which, for a 
long time, did hold him in high 
esteem among ordinary people, 
are losing their orginal impact; 
no doubt, either, that a growing 
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number of people, among the 
better off and better educated, 
who never cared for him very 
much, now care for him very 
much less. 

Naturally, students are very 
much to the fore. “Eighty per cent 
of them detest the regime”, esti- 
mated one ambassador, “the uni- 
versities are an intellectual and 
physical theatre of confrontation 
which is bound to grow.” 

If one were to take literally the 
fulminations of Green March, the 
weekly ideological mouthpiecs of 
the revolutionary committees, one 
would conclude that Colonel 
Gaddafi's regime is in the grip of a 
ferocious power struggle. 

“God's curse on them ... out 
there at Tobruk, officers ard men 
give themselves over to the smug- 
gling of hashish — and claim to be 
defending the homeland. In the 
towns they parade their decora- 
tions — and insult the revolution- 
ary committees, mock the people 
and get drunk with the bourgeoi- 
sie. Fascists, fascists to the depths 
of their being. This army — we 
must get rid of it without losing 
another day, another minute...” 

That now famous editorial was 
written over a year ago but Green 
March's campaign continues in 
much the same vein, and in recent 
issues it has published, on page 
after page, photographs of the 
“Juxurious cars” and “sumptuous 
palaces” of high-living officers. 

Already this country of three 
million people boasts a standing 
army of 90,000 men. It boasts of 
immense arsenals. Its four to five 
thousand tanks include some 600 
of the Soviet Union's latest model 
T-72s. Its aircraft include 150 
MiG-25s. 

There is a people's militia, 
organised around workplaces and 
residential neighbourhoods, in 
which all men between 16 and 54 
have to serve. 

But now, under a new law — 
“the people under arms” — the 
whole process of militarisation is 
to be given a powerful new push. 
As an integral part of it, women, 
who had hitherto only been urged 
to volunteer for military service, 
are now obliged to undergo it 
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The Libyans have always been a 
docile lot, easy to govern. 

In the early years, as oll 
revenues soared, they grew accus- 
tomed to a bounty which, in 
addition to the normal services of 
a welfare state, included, almost 
as a rightful expectation, the 
ownership of a house, a car — and 
the import of a huge army of 
foreign labourers who toiled on 
their behalf in government offices, 
factories and on the great develop- 
ment projects. 

It might have been expected 
that with the drastic fall in oi! 
revenues, from $20 billion a year 
in 1980 to less than half that now, 
Colonel Gaddafi would have cut 
back on arms spending. Not a bit 
of it. 

He squanders up to 45 per cent 
of it on ever more sophisticated 
weaponry, which the Libyan 
Army does not have the capacity 
to absorb or the skills to handle 
and maintain at anything above 
fraction of their true efficienc’ 

So austerity is the order of the 
day. The five-year development 
plan is being cut back by 12 per 
cent a vear. The army of foreign 
workers has fallen from its peak of 
a million to $00,000 and continues 
to tall. 

Behind the militarisation 
scheme lies a secondary object: to 
put “soldiers” into the productive 
work which the foreigners used to 
perform. 

Colonel Gaddafi even pro- 
posed, to the last General People’s 
Congress, that primary education 
should be suppressed and done in 
the home instead. Apparentiy it 
was costing too much money. 


This was a proposal which the 
General People’s Congress did 
successfully oppose. The accumu- 
lating social and economic griev- 
ances are, as recent events show, 
now generating a political agita- 
tion, led by the intelligentsia 
which aims to bring down the 
whole regime. 

Colonel Gaddafi's instinct is to 
strike back with the iron fist of 
more repression, and with more of 
the revolutionary turmoil which 
provokes the gnevances. 








LIBYA 


WOMEN REPORTED TO REFUSE MILITARY SERVICE 
Munich AL-INQADH in Arabic No 8, Apr 84 p 15 


[Article: "The Military College for Girls!"; Munich AL-INQADH in Arabic; 
monthly organ of the National Front for the Salwation of Libya] 


[Text] Reports coming from inside Libya state that all female students 
and graduates have refused a mandatory order issued to them by al- 
Qadhdhafi in which he called on them to go to the military college. This 
came after the girls had broken through the fences, left the college empty, 
and gone to their homes. Following all that, al-Qadhdhafi's agencies of 
oppression forced a number of girls to go to the college building, where 
al-Qadhdhafi himself was waiting for them. He made an address to them 

in which he tried tu convince them to join the college instead of adopting 
a reactionary position. However, the girls rejected all of al-Qadhdhafi's 
snares, statements and idle talk. At that point, he struck the table with 
his hand and began to curse and rebuke them. His well known attack of 
insantiy came over him, his face turned black, and his eyes became hollow, 
while his wrinkles appeared and the colors of the makeup on his face 
appeared, after having been mixed with the stream of sweat that inundated 
him. His breaths mixed with his words, and he made no distinction 

between braying and talking. He cursed himself, saying he was trying 

to lead ignorant people into the paths of goodness, progress, freedom 

and liberation. He said the people were ignorant types made for 
humiliation and abasement. He cursed the Libyans, the Arabs, and 

humanity in general, of which the Libyans are a part. He said, "The 
military college will be changed into storehouses. If you do not want 

the college, then, if God wills, the same thing will happen to you that 
happened in Sabra and Shatila. I liberated you and raised your heads up 
before men, but if God wills, you will be married by Jews.'"' This was one 
of the statements al-Qadhdhafi made to the girls in the common dialect: 

"T helped you climb on board the men, and I put them under your legs. 

I made the men, who are so proud of their long mustaches, stand and greet 
you. I freed you from the authority of your fathers, your brothers, and 
even your mothers, and I let you enjoy yourselves as you wished. I let 
you go with whom you wished and marry whom you wished. If a man refuses 
to marry one of you because she is a revolutionary, then I marry him to 
her by the sword. If he refuses, we jail him. We even cut off his head. 
I got rid of something called manliness. I made you into something else, 














but you don't deserve this goodness. You want to be slaves. I consider 
myself depending on you more than on the men. [ told you in my meeting 
with you at the closed session that if I had known you before the Free 
Officers, I would have made the revolution with you. I opened to you all 
fields. You can travel where you want and work at what you want, without 
anyone saying a thing to you. But have it as you like it. I'm not a 
prophet who tells you what is best for you. Let the revolution go to hell, 
and let the Green Book go to hell. We won't send it to Ghana, Upper Volta, 
and the nations that deserve it. The entire Libyan people, men and women 
alike, have shown that they do not deserve the good the revolution brought 
them." 


After that, he threw the papers in his hand into the faces of those in 
attendance. He ordered that the college be turned into storehouses. 
However, al-Qadhdhafi secretly ordered his agencies to complete the act 
of the play. Trucks went out to the secondary schools on the next day 
and gathered up the female students by force. They were taken from the 
schools, the university, and the institutes. They were taken to the 
military college for girls and forced to call for the reopening of the 
school. They were detained in the college building without having been 
given a summons. A large number of citizens--old men, old women, and 
women--saw all this and came to fetch their daughters from the college. 
The insults, blows, and curses of the soldiers did not succeed in con- 
vincing the citizens to move away from the college building. In the 
end, the girls left the college by breaking through the fences, the gate- 
ways and the guards. 


This courageous position on the part of the female students of the military 
college is considered a prominent nationalist event and a unique act on 

the road of our people's struggle. In Libyan opposition circles abroad, 

it has been hailed with great admiration and pride, especially since it 
represents a new turning point in our struggle. This incident brought 

out a struggle-oriented position of importance on the part of Libya's 

women and girls. One can sum up the positive effects of this courageous 
position as follows: 


With respect to al-Qadhdhafi, this position means failure, shame and defeat. 
All this caused him to lose his balance, since he was not able to hide 

the pain and distress he felt in front of the awareness of the Libyan 
people and their understanding of his criminal, filthy role. It is no 
longer even a secret to the female students, whom al-Qadhdhafi tried to 

use against their kin, country and fellow citizens. He was pushing 

them into depravity and immorality. This is his nature, to which he has 
become accustomed. He knows naught else. 





With respect to our noble girls, it was a step on the way of nationalism, 
struggle and effort against al-Qadhdhafi and his practices. It was a 
step on the way of the qualities they know: chastity, purity, nobility, 
and loyalty to sons, husbands, and fathers. Thus, the girls of Libya 
are confronting al-Qadhdhafi face-to-face. They reject both his form 
and his content, and they challenge all the instruments of power, 
oppression and destruction in his hands. 




















The fact that those responsible for the affairs of the female students 
massed in front of the building of the military college for girls in 

a challenging mood with stubbornness and steadfastness, despite the 
insults, blows and evil acts of the soldiers, shows plainly that all of 

our people have realized the true character of the battle with al-Qadhdhafi 
and are ready to enter it. 


This confrontation in the field is considered an introduction and a 
harbinger of the stage of collision with al-Qadhdhafi and those who 
choose to join his side. It is an introduction to the conflict and 

an indication of the resolve of all the sectors of the people to 
Sacrifice and be faithful, so that they can rid themselves of al- 
Qadhdhafi and his evil. It is an announcement that the hour of victory 
is close, and that truth is returning to its place in the precious land 
of our Libya. 








MOROCCO 





POLITICAL COST OF SAHARAN WAR ASSESSED 
London AFRICA CONFIDENTIAL in English No 11, 23 May 84 pp 1-5 


[Article: "Western Sahara: The King's Folly"] 


The intensity of fighting between Polisario guer- 
rillas and Moroccan forces has increased markedly 
of late. About 30,000 Moroccan troops are advanc- 
ing into formerly guerrilla-held territory in order to 
add several hundred kilometres to King Hassan’s 
*‘Great Wall of the Sahara’’ (AC Vol 22 No 14). 
Polisario claims to have killed 900 Moroccan troops 
since 2] April, though it is unable to stop this human 
avalanche. Meanwhile. in a diversionary move. Poli- 
sario raided the port of El-Avoun - the territory's 
former Spanish capital - in motorised dinghies on 
15 May. 

In Rabat, where the joint US-Moroccan military 
commission (set up by Gen. Alexander Haig in 1982) 
met again on 17-18 May, officials are confident that 
the Forces Armées Royales (FAR) have got the better 
of Polisaric’s Saharan People’s Liberation Army 
(SPLA). As FAR extends its earthworks closer to 
the Mauritanian and Algerian frontiers, the guerrillas 
are being pushed out of the economically and demog- 
raphically important part of the territory - the so- 
called ‘‘useful triangle’ in the north west, which 
includes El-Ayoun, Smara (the second largest city) 
and the phosphate mines at Bou Craa. 

There is in practice no more likelihood of the 
FAR ‘‘winning’’ the war now than there was when 
it began eight and a half years ago. Only a radical 
policy reversal by Algeria, on which the SPLA 
crucialiy depends for arms and fuel, could bring 
King Hassan this prize. 

Much more probable is the progressive displace- 
ment of the war southwards and eastwards, bringing 
with it three risks: 1) counter-escalation by Polisario 
with logistic support from Algeria; 2) the spread of 
the war into the vast, unpoliceable desert expanses 
of northern Mauritania (and perhaps its population 
centres too) and 3) the over-extending of the FAR 

















as its ‘‘walls’’ get longer, more distant and more 
expensive. 

The expense of the war could ultimately be the 
lecisive factor in its final outcome. There are now 
about 100,000 Moroccan troops in the Sahara. By 
pinning down these troops in a vast system of fixed 
defence lines, Polisario 1s successfully compounding 
the King’s domestic economic woes - and the conco- 
mitant social and political strains which spawned 
last January’s bloody riots in Nador, Tetuan, Al- 
Hoceima and Marrakesh. 

When the FAR first arrived in Western Sahara, 
in 1975-76, it established garrisons in all the small 
scattered outposts once held by the Spanish, as well 
as in the main towns, though they could not stop 
the guerrillas moving freely in the stretches of desert 
berween these strong-points. However, the FAR 
could no longer defend and supply its more remote 
and isolated outposts when the July 1978 coup in 
Nouakchott allowed the SPLA to redeploy its forces 
from Mauritania and launch a sustained campaign 
(baptised the Houari Boumedienne Offensive after 
the late Algerian president's death in December 1978) 
against the FAR - in southern Morocco as well as 
Western Sahara. : 

The FAR was forced to adopt a retrenchment 
strategy. All the small, remote outposts occupied in 
1975-76 were evacuated; the last to be abandoned 
were Guelta Zemmour and Bir Enzaren, following 
the powerful Polisario attack on Guelta Zemmour 
in October 1981. (AC Vol 22 No 22). At the same 
time, the FAR massed thousands of troons into 
special expenditionary forces to secure key strategic 
zones. The first, 5,000 strong, advanced south in 
November-December 1979, to Dakhla, the small port 
city which had served as capital of Mauritania’s 
shorthved Western Saharan wi/ava until ts annexa- 
tion by Morocco in August 1979 after the Maurn- 
anian military’s peace pact with Polisario (the 
Acreement of Algiers). 

The second such operation was an initially disas- 
trous but ultimately successful attempt in the spring 
of 1980 to clear Polisario from the passes through 
the Ouarkziz mountains of southern Morocco and 
relieve the then besieged garrison at Zaag. After 
securing this zone, and thus also towns like Tan- 
Tan to its immediate north, Moroccan forces moved 
south onto the plain leading towards Smara in Sep- 
tember 1980 to start building their famous wall, 
wnich, upon its completion a year and a half later, 
in May 1982, stretched in a 400 km arc to a point 

n the Atlantic coast just south of the tiny settlement 
of Boujdour. 

















The wal! enclosed a little less than 45,000 sq km, 
2bout one sixth of Western Sahara’s total land-area. 
After the withdrawal from Guelta Zemmour and Bir 
Enzaren, Morocco controlled only one other, much 
smaller enclave, cevering less thats 1,000 sq km, 
around the southern coastal towus of Dakhla an 
Argoub. The rest of the territory was completely 
abandoned to Poiisario. The FAR adopted a purely 
defensive posture and never ventured out of their 
heavily fortified positions in search of the disbursed. 
mobile and well-hidden guerrilla bands. 

The completion of this retrenchment strategy, 
resulted in a military stalemate, which was reflected 
in a prolonged stand-off, which lasted from January 
1982 to July 1983. The wall proved a formidable 
obstacle for Polisario. With Moroccan garrisons no 
longer isolated in small far-flung outposts, the FAR 
were much less vulnerable to the kind of guerrilla 
ghazzian at which Polisario excelled. In addition, 
the FAR has been reinforced with French Mirage F- 
} jets, Puma and Gazelle helicopters and armoured 
vehicles, along with US supplied Northrop F-5s, OV- 
10 Bronco counter-insurgency planes, Chrysler M- 
60 tanks, Maverick ground-to-air missiles, radar 
and electronic detection equipment, Be// helicopters 
(manufactured under licence in Italy) and cluster 
bombs. 

The FAR seemed to be in a far stronger position 
than at any time since 1975. They controlled the 
Strategic useful triangle, and Potisario staged onl\ 
minor harassment ‘aids agairst ine wall. lt was not 
prepared to launch the kind of conventional attack, 
with thousands of troops and sophisticated, heavy 
weaponry, that would be required to breach it. In 
July 1982, the Moroccan-Spanish mining company, 
Phoshoucraa, announced the resumption of phos- 
phate mining, which had been at a standstill since 
1976. 

Bet five-sixths of the territory had been abandoned 
to the guerrillas, and there was no let-up in raids 
against the wall. Meanwhile, both sides were building 
up their forces, in preparation for - or anucipanon 
of - much bigger clashes. By the beginning of 
1983, 80,000 Moroccan troops were in the Sahara. 
Polisario’s fighting strength was built up to an 
estimated 20,000 full-time troops - possibly more 
since the SPLA recruited and trained virtdally the 
entire adult male component of Polisario’s 100,000- 
150,000 population and its losses in the past two 
years have numbered in the hundreds rather ghan 
thousands. Moulded into units capable of mounting 
large attacks, these troops were equipped with and 
trained to use heavy artillery, including Stalin Organ 
multiple rocket launchers and SAM missile systems. 

Polisario finally ended the lull by launching a 
sustained, month-long offensive against the Moroc- 




















can defences at Lemseyed, in the Ouarkziz moun- 
tains, in July and August last year. According to Col 
Abdelaziz Bennani, the commander of the Moroccan 
forces in the Sahara, 2,500-3,000 guerrillas took 
part, ‘‘firing with an intensity never before seen in 
this conflict’’. On 1 September Polisario struck fur- 
ther south against Moroccan positions on the wall 
near Smara. According to Moroccan military sour- 
ces, the guerrillas attacked on a SO km front, with 
five mechanised battalions, 80 tanks, armoured 
troop carriers, Stalin Organs, mortars and 122 mm 
artillery. Successive assaults continued until Septem- 
ber 10, and it seems that at least some sections of 
the wall were briefly occupied by Polisario. 

These attacks undoubtedly prompted King Hassan 
to order another bout of wall building. He had 
several objectives: to thrust Polisario onto the defen- 
sive and avert the danger of new large guerrilla 
attacks on the existing wall; to extend the wall south 
to the Mauritanian border, thereby cutting Western 
Sahara in two, obliging Polisario to make a detour 
through Mauritania to reach the Rio de Oro; and 
to build a new outer wall nearer to the Algerian 
frontier, providing a first line of defence beyond the 
old wall. 

On 20 December, thousands of Moroccan troops 
advanced from Bou Craa towards Amgala, a water- 
point about 80 km beyond the wall and less than 20 
km from the Mauritanian border. For about two 
weeks, Polisario units resisted the Moroccan 
advance, but they were unable to stop it. The 30,000- 
strong Moroccan column was simply too large. 
Bulldozers followed in its wake, building a new 
defence line. Once at Amgala, the column turned 
north, to join up the new defence line with the old 
wall, a littl to the north of the metalled road 
between Smara and Haousa. The wall’s new loop 
had been completed by the end of February. 

The next stage in Hassan’s plan was to build an 
entirely new wall, from Zaag to Amgala, across 
the eastern Sacuia el-Hamra., so that two flanking, 
supportive sets of ramparts would bar Polisario’s 
access to the useful triangle from the east. About 
350 km long, this new outer wall would join the 
existing 350 km stretch of wall from Amgala to the 
sea, thereby establishing a continuous 700 km 
defence line from Zaag to Boujdour. About 30,000 
troops are also now engaged in this new marathon 
exercise. which began in mid-April with a large force 
moving south from Zaag. Polisario claims to have 
Staged seven successive attacks against this force 
between 21 April and 2 May, most notably at Laara- 
righ (60 km south of Zaag) and Graret Oulad e!- 
Moulad. 











Once again the Moroccan force is too powerful 
tor Polisario to halt. From 2 May, the guerrillas 
stopped attacking the column, which has since been 
allowed to proceed more or less unhindered to Jdi- 
riva, a former Spanish administrative centre and 
Foreign Legion base where the FAR had not ventu- 
red for five vears. The Moroccans are now pushing 
(along the metalled road which begins at Jdiriya) 
towards Haousa, the nominal capital of the Saharan 
Arab Democratic Republic (SADR), where as 
recently as | May Polisario handed over 10 Moroc- 
can prisoners (the first of its estimated 2,000 Moroc- 
can PoWs to be freed) to officials of the Red Cross. 

We understand that King Hassan, encouraged by 
the success of his recent wall-building operations, 
wants to embark on yet another defence line, this 
time enclosing Mahbes and going right up to the 
Algerian frontier. If the FAR succeeded in doing 
that, to reach any part of Western Sahara beyond 
this fortified zone, in the south eastern corner of 
Saguia el-Hamra or in the Rio de Oro, guerrilla 
groups would have no option but to go through 
Mauritania. 

The Mauritanian government could do little, even 
if it wanted, to curb Polisario’s presence on its 
territory. This, in turn, could lead to Moroccan 
incursions into Mauritania (something which has 
often been hinted at in Rabat), thus dragging Maurit- 
ania back into the conflict from which it was so 
desperate to extricate itself in 1978-79. The north of 
Mauritania is a vast, barely inhabited swathe of 
desert. Which Polisario commanders know well (from 
tne early vears Oo: War against the Ould Daddah 
regime if not trom their nomadic, raiding tore- 
fathers) and which no Mauritanian regime could 
ever expect to police properly. 

Competition to gain Nouakchott’s complicity 
could easily encourage Polisario or Morocco, which 
sponsored an unsuccessful coup attempt against 
President Mohammed Khouna Ould Haidalla in 
March 1981, to meddle in Mauritamian politics. It is 
not far-fetched to imagine them acting as rival king- 
makers, converting Mauritania, which is now on the 
brink of economic catastrophe (AC Vol 25 No 6), 
into a second Chad. 

The regime in Nouakchott is sympathetic to Polis- 
ario and forging a close alliance with Algeria. This 
reflects, in part, the ethnic and cultural ties between 
the Saharawis and the beidan (Moors) of Mauritania, 
and the security interests of Haidalla’s government, 
which would preter to see a Saharawi bufter state 
to its north, to keep Morocco at bay and prevent 
Polhisario, in the event of defeat, turning us political 
ambitions southwards. Mauritania officially recogni- 
sed the SADR on 27 February. Moreover, it adhered 
last December to the 20-vear Maghrebi Treaty of 
Fraternity and Concord signed by Algeria and Tuni- 
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sia in March 1983, a step prompted by the treaty’s 
attractive mutual security clauses and Ould Haidal- 
la’s tears of both Morocco and Libya, which he 
has suspected of assisting such rivals as Sid’ Ahmed 
Bneijara, his detained tormer premier, and Ahmed 
Baba Miske, the veteran Mauritanian politician and 
diplomat and tormer Polhsario Politburo member 
(until 1978). Finally, economic ues between Algeria 
and Mauritania are being reintorced, under the 
Supervision of their joint cooperation commission, 
which met in Nouakchott on 22-23 April. 

The obvious target for the FAR to strike at in the 
event of a Polisario raid from Mauritanian territory 
is the small town of La Guera on Cape Blanc. 
Though Mauritamia does not claim sovereignty over 
La Guera, it has retained a garrison and administra- 
tion there, for fear that Morocco might otherwise 
take possession of the town and thus be in a position 
to hold to ransom the neighbouring Mauritanian 
city of Nouadhibou (3 miles away), on whose port 
Mauritania depends for about 90 per cent of its 
export earnings. 

While there would be little to stop Polisario using 
Mauritanian territory as a transit route to attack the 
FAR, it is also questionable that Algeria would 
permit the FAR to build a wall right up to its border, 
just 30 km from its strategic base at Tindouf. It 
would risk Saharawi-Moroccan clashes spilling into 
Algerian territory and sparking off a direct Moroc- 
can-Algerian confrontation - a danger than may 
deter Hassan trom extending his earthworks to the 
fronuer. 


Chadli’s disappointment 

The King, who has been hoping ever since Boume- 
dienne’s death to persuade President Chadli Bend- 
jedid to settle the Saharan conflict bilaterally, was 
enormously disappointed by the outcome of their 
(first ever) meeting at the village of Akid Lotfi on 
the Aleerian-Moroccan border on 26 February last 
vear. Though frontier restrictions have been lifted, 
and air and rail links restored, the King has failed 
even to get diplomatic relations (broken since 1976) 
restored, let alone become a real partner in the 
Algerian-led moves towards greater inter-Maghrebi 
unity, which has evolved into a triangular Algerian- 
Tunisian-Mauritanian entente, effectively excluding 
both Morocco and Libya. 

The stumbling block has been the Sahara. Con- 
trary to press speculation at the time, Akid Lotfi 
did not imply a fundamental reversal of Algerian 
policy on the Saharan conflict. It reflected a change 
in Algerian tactics towards Morocco, and an imagin- 
ative new Algerian initiative to extricate King Hassan 
from the war, but it did not signify the abandonment 
of Algeria’s basic goals. Chadli hoped that the 
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prospect of joining Algeria in a more collaborative 
‘‘Greater Maghreb’’ would be an enticing carrot for 
King Hassan economically and provide him with the 
kind of idealistic cause, rooted in traditions going 
back to the davs of common struggle against Franes, 
which could arouse sufficient popular enthusiasm 
to submerge the traumas of withdrawal trom the 
Sahara. 

Chadli insisted. however, that Hassan settle the 
War with Polisario. In a speech on 1U June 1983, to 
the OAU summit in Addis Ababa, he revealed exac- 
tly what he had told Hassan at Akid Loifi. ‘‘] 
explained to the Moroccan King that 1 was not 
mandated to speak in the name of the Saharawis 
and that | would not arrogate to mysell the right to 
speak in their name or assume their tutelage.” 

An immediate upshot of the Akid Loifl summu 
Was the secret encounter in Algiers in April 1983 
between tnree of the King’s ciosest contidants - 
Ahmed Reda Gucdira, one of his counsellors, Driss 
Basri, the minister of the interior, and M'Hammed 
Boucetta, the foreign minister - and three Polisario 
leaders - Mahfoud Ali Beiba, the SADR’s prime 
minister, Mohammed Salem Ould Salek, the head 
of the front’s external relations committee, and 
Bachir Mustapha Sayed, a member of its supreme 
nine member executive committee and brother of the 
movement’s late founder and first secretary-general, 
El-OQuali Mustapha Sayed. The King’s envoys offered 
the Saharawis autonomy within the framework of 
overall Moroccan sovereignty - a proposal which 
Polisario rejected outright, insisting instead on full 
sovereignty. 

The OAU’s Addis Ababa summit, the following 
June, endorsed the notion of direct Polisario-Moroc- 
can talks, but King Hassan then categorically refused 
to enter into public negotiations with Polisario, to 
Chadli’s great annovance. Algeria therefore maintai- 
ned its logistics support for Polisario and gave is 
approval to the front’s big attacks on Lemseved in 
July and the Smara section of the wall in September. 

More recently, on 10 April, the FLN’s Politburo 
published a detailed statement on Algerian foreign 
policy which was unambiguous about the Sahara. It 
reiterated ‘‘Algeria’s unqualified support for the 
struggle being waged by the people of Western 
Sahara under the leadership of the Polisario Front, 
their sole legitimate representative, for the effective 
exercise of their right to self-determination.’’ It cal- 
led for “the implementation in full’’ of the OAU's 
Addis Ababa resoiution, and it reaffirmed Algeria’s 
disposition to work to “‘bring together the brother 
peoples of Morocco and Western Sahara and so 
encourage a negotiated solution.’’ 

There are at least four reasons why the Chadli 
government has not departed from these basic policy 
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positions: It would regard an outright Moroccan 
victory in Western Sahara as a threat to Algeria's 
own national security; abandonment of Polisario’s 
cause would be visibly at odds with fundamental 
principles of the FLN’s ideology; it would do great 
damage to Algeria’s international standing, after 
vears of successful lobbying on the Saharawi nation- 
alists’ behalf, notably in the OAU and the UN, and 
the recognition of the SADR by 57 Third World 
states. And the Algerian government, like Polisario, 
believes that, however many walls he builds, King 
Hassan will ultimately be unable to sustain the 
war financially or will lose his throne. From that 
perspective, Maintaining a relatively low-cost war o! 
attriuon is a sound strategy. 

In sharp contrast to Algeria, Polisario’s oldest 
external supporter, Libva, engineered an astonishing 
rapprochement “ith Morocco in June 1983 (AC Vol 
24+ No 14), when Col. Gadaffi flew to Rabat and, 
after lengthy talks with King Hassan, declared that 
he wanted Libvan-Moroccan cooperation to develop 
“without limits’’. A joint Libvan-Moroccan commis- 
sion was established to this end. and held its first 
meeting in Rabat on 28-26 January, with 18 Libvan 
ministers In attendance. Libva has stopped supplying 
arms to Polisanio. 

There were several rea/polimik mouves tor this 
unexpected realignment. The most urgeni, without 
doubt, was Gadaffi’s concern to ensure that King 
Hassan did not send troops to Chad to support 
Hissene Habre. There was also a desire to diminish 
Libya’s isolation in the Arab world (he patched up 
relations with Saudi Arabia at the same time as his 
deal with Morocco) and to impress on Algeria - 
which seemed to be working for a Greater Maghreb 
without Libva and at Libya’s expense (vis-a-vis its 
designs in Tunisia and Mauritania) - that Libya was 
an independent actor whose role in the region could 
not be brushed aside. So far, this has paid dividends 
for Gadaffi. Hassan has not only refrained from 
sending aid to Hissene Habre, but has recently been 
publicly justifying Libya’s designs on northern Chad. 
And, while Algeria has been cementing its ties with 
Tunisia and Mauritania, Libya has been signing 
economic agreements with Morocco - among them 
a commitment to recruit 14,000 Moroccan workers. 

The bearing of all this on the Saharan conflict 
should not be exaggerated. Although it did supply 
much of Polisario’s weaponry. Libva has never been 
more than a second-tier actor in the conflict. Its 
arms supplies to Polisario have always been transpo- 
rted across Algeria, with Algerian approval, and 
Algeria can easily make up for any cutback in Libyan 
arms deliveries. 

How long the Libyan-Moroccan honeymoon will 
last is impossible to predict. However, few North 
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Africans - and few Saharawis - give it much chance 
of survival. Its motives on both sides were strictly 
conjunctural, based on short-term considerations in 
a fast changing and highly complex dipl..natic game 
in which either of these machiavellian players could 
switch abruptly to alternative, completely divergent 
tactical paths. 

Polisario’s of. 2 in Tripoli has not been closed, 
and we understand that some 3,000 Polisario military 
and civili.n personnel are still receivirg training 
there. Unlike the leaders of some other movements 
that have fallen foul of Gadaffi (among them Yasser 
Arafat), Polisario’s leadership has astutely refrained 
from translating its anger with Gadaffi (whom Polis- 
ario has always viewed with some cynicism since his 
four-year delay in recognising the SADR from 1976 
to 1980) into an open row that could damage the 
movement’s prospects for a resumption of Libyan 
military aid when, as expected, the Libyan-Moroccan 
detente collapses. Indeed, to humour the Colonel, 
Polisario’s Politburo pointedly expressed its ‘‘confi- 
dence in the everlasting alliance between the Libvan 
revolution and the Saharawi revolution’ in a state- 
ment published on 7 January. 


The King’s shaking throne 

The King still fears, and his allies in Washington 
and Paris seem to concur, that he might lose his 
throne if he sanctioned a withdrawal from the 
Sahara. This is not because the abandonment of the 
‘*Moroccan Sahara’’ would infuriate his patriotic 
countrymen; the nationalist euphoria that swept 
Morocco at the time of the Green March has been 
submerged by the economic hardships of more recent 
tumes. There would be protests from the ultra- 
nationalist parties like the Union Socialiste des For- 
ces Populaires (USFP) and the Istiglal Parity, but 
they are too compromise-prone and cautious, and 
100 weak organisationally, to pose a serious threat 
(recall the ease with which the King jailed USFP 
leader Abderrahim Bouabid in 1981-82 for criticising 
his acceptance of a referendum). The real problem 
facing the King is that a withdrawal, after more than 
eight years of war and sacrifice, for a cause given 
the status of a national crusade, would shatter his 
credibility as a ruler. It would also see the bloated 
army returning north, bitter at what would look like 
a national defeat and anxious to shift the blame on 
to the King. Politically ambitious officers would 
have telling arguments to depose him. 

So with the FAR chalking up real progress in its 
wall building, and the prospect of continuing US 
and French arms supplies, King Hassan believes his 
best bet is to fight on, in the hope that ultimately 
Algeria will tire of the conflict and force Polisario 
to accept a solution that falls short of genuine self- 
determination. The problem for Hassan, however, 
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is that Algeria shows no inclination to do this. 
Neither Algeria nor Polisario believes that the King’s 
success in walling off a large part of the Saguia el- 
Hamra is a decisive setback for the guerrilla forces. 
The Saharan conflict is a classic example of a war 
of attrition. The guerrillas do not have to break 
through the Moroccan defence lines and seize El- 
Avoun to achieve their objectives. They simply have 
to remain a permanent threat, forcing the King to 
keep a huge number of troops and a vast arsenal of 
weaponry in the Sahara, at a cost, in financial terms, 
that Morocco can ill afford. From this perspective, 
the building of yet longer and more distant walls 
worsens Morocco’s plight. 

Polisario’s strategy hinges, in fact, on the belief 
that Morocco will be unable to sustain this war 
indefinitely and that, if King Hassan does not end 
it, he will eventually be overthrown by his army, the 
one organised force in Moroccan society with the 
power to remove him. It is a perspective given 
credence by the mysterious death of Gen. Ahmed 
Dlimi (AC Vol 24 No 4), Hassan’s most senior 
officer, in Marrakesh in January 1983, and by the 
bloody riots which swept through Moroccan cities 
this Januarv@ 
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NUMAYRI REGIME SAID TO BE DEGENERATING 


SUDAN 


INTO ANARCHY 


London AFRICA CONFIDENTIAL in English No 10, 9 May 84 pp l, 2 


[Article: "Sudan: Over the Abyss"] 


[Text ] 


The declaration on 28 April of a state of emerg- 
ency has prompted a resurgence of efforts by Sud- 
anese political groups and individuals to cooperate 
in Ousting Nimeiri. Talks have been held between 
leading members of the Umma Party, the Demo- 
cratic Unionist Party (DUP), the Communist Party 
and one or two southern Sudanese representatives. 
(It will be recalled that the Ansar leader, Sadiq el 
Mahdi, made preliminary soundings with the above 
parties before he was detained last September - AC 
Vol 24 No 21). The new political alliance is loosely 
called the Sudanese Patriotic Movement. 

Because of the state of emergency, and the conse- 
quent difficulty of political conspiracy, much of the 
talking is taking place abroad, notably in London, 
Cairo and the Gulf states. We understand that there 
has been some communication between Sadiq and 
Col. John Garang, leader of the southern-based 
Sudanese Peoples’ Liberation Army (SPLA). Other 
northern opposition figures have been in contact 
with SPLA representatives abroad. 

Initially the stigmas attached to Umma and DUP 
activists are bound to make substantive cooperation 
between the two a slow process. However, the recent 
strikes*, above all that of the doctors (AC Vol 
25 No 8) have provided useful bipartisan common 
ground. 

Dialogue between the northern parties and the 
SPLA will be much harder. The SPLA, buoyed by 
its guerrilla successes in the south, is NOW proclaim- 
ing itself as a national movement intent On ousting 
Nimeiri as a prelude to taking power itself - with 
or without the cooperation of northerners. In prac- 
tice the SPLA cannot succeed without northern 
cooperation. Least of all can it realistically hope to 
dominate any future government. At best the SPLA 
will be able to ensure a national government which 
represents fairly the south - a view which might be 
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subscribed to by Col. Garang but not necessarily by 
some of his more firebrand colleagues. It should be 
noted that the SPLA was in fact the first publicly 
to initiate the idea of talking to northern opposition 
groups. 

Assuming the first step is tor the northerners to 
cooperate among themselves, the key question arises 
of whether Sadiq will become the de facto northern 
leader, or whether northerners can arrive at enough 
of a consensus to torm a broad-based collective 
leadership. Sadiq, though a fairly pragmatic politi- 
clan by inclination, too often stresses a religious 
line. Southerners therefore frequently interpret his 
sometimes liberal politics as a smoke-screen for 
Islamic intent. A short paper Sadiq wrote at the end 
of last year on the ‘‘problem of the south” in a 
somewhat obscure way does acquiesce to all major 
southern demands. But to many southerners it 
sounds sanctimonious, not least because the paper 
begins “‘In the name of God, the Beneticent, the 
Merciful’’ - the standard Islamic preamble. 

The prospect for workable north-south relations 
would probably be best served if Sadiq more form- 
ally took on the role as Imam and religious leader 
of the Ansar. It should be noted that the Ansar 
movement numbers world-wide more than 7m adher- 
ents (about 3m in Sudan, 3m in West Africa, 1m in 
the Middle East and up to 500,000 in the United 
States). Among its members are many who hold 
important commercial positions. They have access 
to finance and influence. Sadiq could galvanize their 
support while leaving front-line politics in Sudan to 
the primarily technocratic class there. 

In the short-term it is unlikely that a decisive 
popular front will emerge in the north. The state ot 
emergency and the 2 May cabinet reshutfle has 
created another round of} political realignment which 
will take at least weeks to settle. The purge of senior 








Sudanese Socialist Union (SSU) officials, including 
its secretary, former tinance minister Badr el Din 
Suleiman, has thrown yet more well-known politi- 
clans into the opposition pool. And the sacking ot! 
the former interior minister, Abdul Rahman, has 
added a twist to the prospects of the Muslim Brother- 
hood. Rahman was considered the leader of one 
major Brotherhood taction. Hassan al Turabi, the 
longstanding leader of the main Brotherhood fac- 
tion, now appears to be making a stand for power. 

Nimeiri himself shows no sign of having a rational 
political strategy. In his rambling speech announcing 
the state of emergency he talked more of strikers 
(i.e. doctors etc) and their ‘‘red, Marxist, Leninist, 
communist banner’ than of the SPLA. He made no 
attempt to rally people against the usual external 
‘*threats’’ (Libya etc), and gave the impression that 
he was directing his anger against the Sudanese and 
ail those who were thwarting his attempt to follow 
Sharia law. He referred, for example, to “those who 
are scared trom the banner of No God Except Allah, 
materialists and stooges have rallied to undermine 
the banner which was hoisted high, watered by the 
blood of our sons in southern Sudan’’. Though this 
passage, Itke most others, is whimsical and almost 
incomprehensible, it seems to suggest that he wishes 
now tO gain southern symepathy with which to coun- 
ter northern opposition to him. 

He might also still believe that the Saudis wiil 
support his pro-Sharia tirades. Last week he decreed 
that henceforth all office workers must go into the 
streets at the twice-daily Islamic prayer times to pray 
jointly. And ministers have been told that they are 
liable to be called on to pray at any time. Combined 
with the state of emergency and universal public 
despondency, the prayer decree will merely hasten 
complete administrative and economic collapse. 
Though the Saudis’ foreign policy remains overwhel- 
mingly directed at the Middle East, it is inconceivable 
that they will see any advantage in supporting 
Nimeiri’s fast-collapsing rule. Nor, presumably, 
would they support the anti-establishment brand 
of Islamic fundamentalism espoused by Hassan-al- 
Turabi, unless he manages completely to pull the 
wool over the Saudi royal family’s eyes. 

In the midst of this extraordinary situation, enter 
Tiny Rowland, chairman and chief executive of the 
British multinational company, Lonrho. On 23 April 
the Kenyan president, Daniel Arap Moi, flew with 
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Rowland to Khartoum for a meeting with Nimeiri. 
Preseat at the meeting was Rowland, the two presid- 
ents and two or three senior Sudanese officials. We 
undersiand that documents were introduced purport- 
Ing to show that the SPLA is supported by Libva, 
Ethiopia and probably the Soviet Union. Subse- 
quently, when back in London, Rowland offered 
his aircraft to fly SPLA SPLM representatives to 
Nairobi, thence to Nakuru, to meet Moi. The SPLA 
declined the offer, fearing that a plot was afoot to 
have them forcibly revatriated to Sudan. Given that 
Lonrho now has oniy minimal commercial interests 
in Sudan (in the Aenana sugar works), Kowland’s 
motives remain a mystery. 

How events will unfold in Sudan is most uncertain. 
But at this late and desperate state, various points 
should be noted: 


1) Nimeiri’s ability (0 govern is questionable. He has become an 
unhinged religious fanatic who has neither the stability nor the 
ntellectual grasp to become a plausible religious leader. To 
credit him with some logic, he might be trving to undercut the 
standing of Sadiq. In any event the latter's life is in danger. 

-) Out of the political and economic degeneracy it is conceivable 
that Hassan-al-Turabi could emerge as a calculating and ruth- 
less fundamentalist leader, contrary to all the indications he 
has in the past given to triends and associates, including Sadiq 
and the sacked interior minister, Abdul Rahman 

3) In the absence of esther Nimeiri’s swift downtall or the tilling 
of the political vacuum 5s such as Hassan-al-Turabi, the 
probability of a Marxist jumior army otticer taking power will 
increase sharply. The ingredients for the last possibility are 
manifest: no political institutions whatsoever; a corrupted and 
politically-appointed superstructure ot senior armed forces 
otficers; economic collapse; virtual civil war, and suscepubility 
tO foreign intluence 

4) The sort of anarchy now unfolding in Sudan can only encourage 

the hard-bitten Muslim fundamentalism lving just below the 

surface ot Egyptian politics. President Mubarak cannot atford 

(oO encourage it in any way 

American military and moral support tor Nimeiri is predictably 

turning Out to be a foreign policy disaster @ 


‘-A 
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Footnotes 


|. Eight articles of the constitution have been suspended: Sud- 
anese nationals can now be deported, the security services can 
search private property at will, there is no freedom of expres- 
SiON OF OpiMmion, strikes are forbidden, conscript labour 1s now 
allowed, appeals on constitutional grounds to the Supreme 
Court against aspects of Islamic law are now torbidden, citizens 
can be arrested and imprisoned without trial or explanation, 
nine military courts have been set up tor greater Khartoum, 
and the president may suspend any right or freedom as he sees 
tit. 

In AC Vol 2S No 8 we erroneously stated that the engineers 
in Khartoum had striked. In fact the last-minute acquiescence 
by government to the doctors’ demands prompted the engineers 
to call off their planned strike. 
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SUDAN 


INTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER DISCUSSES OMDURMAN RAID 
East Burnham ARABIA: THE ISLAMIC WORLD REVIEW in English No 33, May 84 pp 22-23 


[Interview with Ahmad Abdelrahman, Sudanese minister of internal affairs: 
""Omdurman Raid Launched From Libya'"s; date and place not specified] 
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[Text ] Furthermore, the renewal and 





Who do you think was responsible for the 
air raid on Omdurman? 

The raid was unexpected and set a very 
serious precedent in inter-governmental 
transaction in the region and in Africa at 
large. It should unequivocally be 
condemned. There is now overwhelming 
evidence before the Sudanese 
government and international bodies that 
the raid was launched from Libya. I think 
this raid should be condemned on a 
regional basis. If there are any problems 
between the countries in the region, 
traditions ought to be respected and 
differences should be settled by dialogue, 
and through recognised institutions like 
the OAU. 

Many Sudanese believe the government 
allegation that communism poses a real 
threat to Sudan. The majority of Sudanese 
are very enthusiastic about the 
Islamisation process, but nevertheless 
resentment of mismanagement exists, and 
the economic crisis affects all those who 
do not have a business or an expatriate 
relative in the Gulf. The government does 
not deny the worsening economic 
Situation, and the call for austerity has 
been repeated many times by government 
Officials. 

But in order to undertake effective 
economic reforms, reorganisation and 
liberalisation of the ruling party is vitally 
needed, to regain the confidence of the 
masses and widen mass participation - 
which is the only guarantee for the success 
of the Islamisation measures and the 
protection of the country . 
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revitalisation of the political party is 
expected to pave the way toward a new 
phase of reconciliation.. 

What is the impact of the insurgency in 
southern Sudan on projects such as oil 
exploration and the Jonglei Canal scheme, 
and on the security situation in the south? 
In the past, the Bntish colonial 
government tried to discriminate against 
the Sudan, viewing it as part of an Arab 
culture. It sought to obstruct Sudan’s role 
as an ambassador of Arab and Islamic 
culture in black Africa. Britain made 
many plans to divide the country, 
concentrating its efforts on the southern 
part of the country, which for 30 years 
during British rule was a closed area, 
where no Sudanese citizen from the north 
was allowed except by special permit. 

This bred hatred between southerners 
and northerners, which led to hostilities 
lasting for 17 years. This civil war was 
ended in 1973 by the Addis Ababa 
agreement. 

A lot of effort has been exerted, 
officially and unofficially, by sections of 
the national government, especially since 
1972, to try to create many national 
institutions, both political and social. It is 
intended to invest more in the southern 
part of Sudan. 

Oil exploration was shifted to the south, 
in spite of the fact that there was a big 
potential in the western province of 
Kordofan, which is linked to the north. 
Another big joint project between Egypt 
and the Sudan, the Jonglei Canal, was 
based in the south. This project was made 











a target by the rebels, not in order to 
disrupt the region, but to undermine what 
is going on in the Sudan at large; especially 
since Sudan started to assert an Islamic 
identity. 

This time the rebels did not claim that 
they came to liberate the southern region, 
but made it clear that their aim was to 
“liberate” the whole country on the basis 


of a Marxist-Leninist ideology. This plan. 


definitely has no future in Sudan, south or 
north. But, unfortunately, those who are 
against Sudan. and those who are 
unhappy with the country’s regional 
plans, have joined hands. The church, 
Ethiopia, Libya - they are all trying to 
undermine the efforts of the country to 
build its nationhood on Islamic tenets. 
The Sudanese government seems to put 
more emphasis on accusations against 
Libya rather than against Ethiopia. What 
is the Ethiopian contribution to the state of 
insecurity in southern Sudan? Is there any 
effort being made to negotiate a settlement 
with Ethiopia? 

Traditionally, relations between Sudan 
and Ethiopia used to be fairly good; but 
during the last few years we have seen 
some ups and downs. After Ethiopia 
developed an entente with Libya, there 
was a marked deterioration in Sudanese- 
Ethiopian relations. This was attnbuted 
by many observers to the Libvan 
influence. It is thought that if Sudanese 
relationships with Libya improved, then 
Sudanese-Ethiopian relations would 
probably improve also. 

However, the constant search for a 
military solution in Ethiopia is another 
major obstacle. A good number ot 
Eritreans and Ethiopians were forced to 
come to Sudan, and this makes the 
relationship with Ethiopia a bit tense 
Ethiopia tred to influence the Sudanese 
government to force these thousands of 
Eritreans and Ethiopian refugees back 
into Ethiopia. This the Sudanese 
government refused to do. This game will 
continue to jeopardise relations between 
the two countries. 

All efforts to improve the relationship 
between the two have been obstructed by 
the Libyans, because Libya has a strong 
influence on the Ethiopian government. 
That is why Ethiopia lent a hand by 
providing an operational area for the 
rebels. There is evidence of anti-Sudanese 
activity, under the supervision of 
Ethiopians and Libyans, being planned 
from Ethiopia. 


19 


So long as Ethiopia needs money, the 
Libyan influence on the country will be 
great, and the efforts of the saboteurs will 
continue. But Sudan for its part is very 
willing and determined to try and come to 
terms with the Ethiopians; that is why it is 
still trying to establish a dialogue with 
Ethiopia. At the same time Sudan has 
urged Sudanese dissidents who have 
grievances to come to the conference 
table, or speak to colleagues who are in 
the government. 

During April, Sudan witnessed much 
disruption and trade union action, such as 
the physicians’ and university teachers’ 
strikes. The latter led to the closure of 
Khartoum University recently. What are, 
in your opinion, the causes of these 
disruptions? Are they in any respect 
politically motivated? 

Before answering this question it is worth 
mentioning that Sudan is probably the 
only country in the region which has got a 
high degree of trade union freedom. The 
law is very liberal, but the practice is even 
more liberal. Also, it has to be mentioned 
that historically in Sudan, trade unionism 
and party politics have been interwoven. 
After the promulgation of Shana, 
politically motivated trade unions became 
rather active and tmed to organise 
opposition among all trade unions, 
especially those led by leftist elements. 

They are demanding wage increases at a 
time when the government is confronted 
with a deteriorating situation in the south, 
and is generally facing bad economic 
conditions. This movement started among 
the doctors, who have a genuine case. The 
government also believes their case is 
genuine, especially with regard to 
conditions of service for the younger 
doctors. That is why the government 
agreed to negotiate, and after numerous 
rounds of taiks an understanding was 
reached, which was signed by both sides. 

But to the surpnse of many, this 
agreement was swiftly rejected by the 
doctors’ trade union. The government did 
not react violently, but suggested another 
round of talks. However, it seems that the 
doctors were influenced by anti- 
government elements, and did not show a 
positive response to the government's 
call. 

The government thus found itself 
forced to dissolve the doctors’ trade 
union, and to take measures in case the 
doctors insisted on striking. Fortunately, 
some of the doctors volunteered and made 














a call for their colleagues to resume work. 
The communists plan to instigate other 
trade umions to demand wage increases 
during this crisis. 

These plans aim at creating an 
unpleasant political climate. The 
association of university teachers has 
declined to set exams for the students, 
although just a month ago the teachers 
agreed a wage settlement with the 
government. 

What institutional changes have taken 
place since the enactment of Islamic Sharia 
last September? 

This is really a very interesting question. It 
is a real challenge to Sudanese officialdom 
and to those who are interested in Islam to 
try and respond to this challenge. All 
those concerned ought to help to clarify 
the vision of Islam in a modern Sudan, 
which has got links of dependence, both 
economically and culturally, with the 
West. 

I think what is important is that there is 
a consciousness of the need for more 
thought and clarification of the vision of 
many Islamic concepts and their modern 
application, and that there is a real 
interest in making all this effective. 
Because it is a challenge and a test; if the 
ordinary Sudanese do not achieve a better 
lot in life, then this poses a big question for 
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the Islamists, not just in Sudan but all over 
the worid. 

Sudan is now trying to introduce the 
system of zakat throughout the financial 
system. It has abolished all financial laws 
related to taxation, and established a new 
institution headed by three leading 
figures, who have ministerial posts. 
Regional governors have been given six 
months to introduce the new system. On 
the other hand, there is an attempt to 
revive the mohtasibia (ombudsman) 
institutions. Now we have five mohtasibia 
in the capital, Khartoum, to revive the 
obligation of Amr Bil-Maruf and Nahi An 
Al Monker (enjoining what is good and 
forbidding what is evil). A law for Amr 
Bil-Maruf and Nahi An Al Monker was 
promulgated a few months ago. 

However, the picture is not yet clear. 
Besides these two institutions there are 
many other modern institutions, like the 
banking system, the Islamisation of which 
started gradually earlier. We now have 
five Islamic banks working successfully. 
The government has begun gradually to 
change the entire banking system along 
Islamic lines. They have started with 
Islamisation in agricultural, industnal and 
real estate banking, and recently the 
Islamic Bank for Development and 
Cooperation started operations. 











TUNISIA 


MILITARY MISSION PAYS VISIT TO FRANCE 
Paris AFRIQUE DEFENSE in French No 74, May 84 pp 5-6 


[Text] Brigadier General Barket, head of the general staff of the land army, 
traveled to France for an official visit from 2 to 6 April at the invitation 
of General Imbot, chief of the general staff of the French land army. During 
the visit, the main purpose of which was to present the French land army and 
some of its components, as well as modern military equipment and the French 
doctrine for their use, stress was placed in particular on the reorganization 
of the French land army, the training of officers, aerial mobility and anti- 
tank warfare, and the organization and operation of large-unit PCs [command 
posts]. 


General Barket had talks with various officials, including General Imbot 
and also French Minister of Defense Charles Hernu, during the time spent in 
France by the delegation which he headed, which also included Brigadier Gen- 
eral El Kateb, military, naval and air attache at the Tunisian Embassy in 
Paris, and Colonel Loghmari, General Barket's adjutant. 


During his trip, the general placed a bouquet of flowers at the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier at the Arc de Triomphe in Paris, where he was saluted by an 
honor guard from the Fifth Infantry Regiment, under the orders of Major 
General Noiret, commander of the llth French Military Territorial Division 
and assistant to the general military governor of Paris. 


In Saumur, to which he traveled by helicopter, he was welcomed by Major 
General Robert, commander of the Armored Cavalry Practical Application School 
(EAABC), who gave him a tour of the school, the equipment (AMX-30B2, AMX-lORC, 
VAB), the audiovisual and tactical centers, and cavalry and armored vehicle 
museums, and describe the theoretical and practical training methods. In 
Toulouse-Francazal, he was welcomed by Major General Brette, who commands the 
llth Parachute Division. He visited the Caylus camp, where he observed 
aerial maneuvers carried out by the Fifth Combat Helicopter Regiment, and he 
also toured the llth DP, learning about its missions, organization and opera- 
tional methods. 


In Compiegne, where he wa: welcomed by Major General Cottreau, director of 
the general staff school, he had the opportunity to meet with two apprentice 
groups in the course of preparations for a tactical exercise and a data pro- 
cessing session. 
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TUNISIA 


TUNISIAN-ALGERIAN PLANS TO DEVELOP INLAND SEA 
Paris AFRIQUE DEFENSE in French No 74, May 84 p 6 


[Text] Tunisia and Algeria are studying the possibility of establishing an 
inland sea by diverting water from the Mediterranean through « series of 
Saline lakes. A Tunisian-Algerian company has been created to study this 
project. 


The idea of supplying water along a length of about 500 kilometers of the 
vast desert areas in the two countries ii: the area of the 34th parallel by 
means of an extensive water plan is not a new one, informed sources said in 
this connection. The launching of the plan seems to have been made possible 
by the improvement in Algerian-Tunisian relations since the beginning of 
1983. According to a simplified plan, a canal some 50 kilometers long which 
would then be extended into the series of depressions and between them, would 
make it possible to link the Mediterranean, from a point north of Gabes, at 
the back of the gulf of the same name, about 400 kilometers south of Tunis, 
to the far end of the first saline lake, called El Fedjadj. Successively, 
the Djerid and El Gharsa (less than 17 meters) saline lakes and the vast 
Algerian Maa Al-Harir saline lake between Tebessa and Touggourt would be fed 
with sea water and interlinked. According to the information obtained ear- 
lier, a port terminal might be established at the far end of this last 
saline lake. Completion of this project, it was added, would make it pos- 
sible to alter the weather conditions in this vast desert region, to dynamize 
it and to establish new communications means. 


The minister of information has entrusted several contracts for the develop- 
ment of radio relay links to French companies. These links will serve to 
transmit the programs of the planned second television network, as well as 
radio broadcasts. 
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RECOGNITION OF ISLAMIC TREND MOVEMENT SAID TO BE POSSIBILITY 


East Burnham ARABIA: THE ISLAMIC WORLD REVIEW in English No 33, May 84 pp 31,32 


[Text ] 


The Islamic movement has been an 

essential component of Tunisian 
politics since the mid-1970s. At that time, 
most Tunisia-watchers saw in it the major 
force of the future and even the 
alternative to the regime. However, the 
Tunisian authorities have never tried to 
come to terms with it. 

“Official Tunisia has never had a clear 
policy regarding Islam,” one former 
Tunisian minister and _ long-serving 
politician said recently. This explains why, 
at the height of the Islamic pressure three 
years ago, the Tunisian authorities did not 
hide their disarray on how to confront the 
Islamists. Out of political opportunism, 
some cabinet ministers then hesitated to 
endorse demands for repression, which 
eventualiy dealt a severe blow to the 
Islamic movement in July 1981. 

In 1981, in a departure from the custom 
of the late 1950s when President 
Bourguiba attacked fasting in Ramadan, 
the Tunisian police - or, according to 
some, militants of Bourguiba’s PSD party 
~ surprised the public by ordering coffee 
shops, restaurants and the like to close 
during the day. Tourists alarmed by the 
decision informed their travel agencies, 
which complained. Bourguiba was told 
that the decision was taken to prevent the 
Islamists from carrying out repressive 
operations as they had _ reportedly 
threatened. Two days later the order was 
given to open all the establishments, and 
more than 100 leading militants of the 
Islamic Trend Movement were arrested. 





This pretext started off the regime’s 
repressive policy, which had already been 
carefully prepared. 

Late in 1978, warned by ‘‘frendly” 
western Officials, and alarmed by violent 
statements by some Islamist leaders, the 
Tunisian regime started a wide press 
campaign against those it derogatorily 
called “the Ikwanjia’” or the Muslim 
Brothers. All intellectuals who sided with 
the regime were mobilised; when these 
proved ineffective, reinforcements from 
abroad were called in, regardless of the 
real identity of the “helpers.” For 
example, Tunisian television allowed a 
notorious Egyptian Copt, an intellectual 
of dubious morality, to lecture the 
Tunisian people on the evil-doings of the 
Muslim Brothers and other Islamists. 

The press campaign was stepped up 
after the revolution in Iran. Politicians 
moved up and down the country, trying to 
mobilise members of the ruling party 
against those who were hastily pointed at 
as Iranian agents. Humiliation of the 
Islamic workers increased, and at the end 
of 1979 the Islamic magazine A/-Mojtama 
was banned. 

In December 1980, around 30 Islamic 
workers were rounded up after violence 
on university campuses. During their 
interrogation the police discovered the 
secret organisation of their movement. 
However, no court action was taken by 
the regime then. The major pretext that 
started off the government’s repression 
came in 1981 when, during a university 
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strike, students took the dean of the 
Faculty of Sciences of Tunis as a hostage. 

This action was blamed on the [slamists. 
Many of them were arrested; their new 
organ, Al-Habib, was banned. The press 
campaign against the Islamic workers 
intensified and the government, under 
new Premier Mzali, was convinced that 
the Muslim groups were encouraging 
violence. Rashed Ghannoushi, the leader 
of the Islamic Trend Movement (ITM), 
condemned the resort to violence and 
stated the peaceful intentions of his 
movement. But nothing stopped 
Bourguiba from severe repression. 

On the night of July 18-19, 1981, some 
64 ITM officials were arrested; others 
went into hiding abroad. That was the 
regime’s response to the ITM leader's 
request to form an official Islamic party. 
The harsh sentences against the detainees 
in September confirmed that the 
authorities were not ready to tolerate an 
Islamic political party. Significantly, at the 
same time the long-banned Communist 
Party was given legal existence. 

In general, public opinion did not 
support the regime against the Isiamists. 
Some ministers were even pressed by the 
ruling party’s members to explain why the 
Islamists would not be allowed to exist, 
like the other opposition formations. This 
is why, since 1981, sentences passed on 
Islamists accused of taking part in 
demonstrations or of reconstituting their 
organisation have usually been light. 
Moreover, many of those who had half- 


finished sentences have been released. 
The ITM’s secretary-general, Sheikh 
Abdelfettah Mourou, who was sentenced 
to 10 years in jail, was instead put under 
house arrest - but for health reasons 
rather than as an act of clemency. 

In early 1983 Brother Hemida Enneifer 
and his friends were allowed to publish a 
magazine. As the request for this 
publication had been submitted long 
before the [TM came into being, many 
observers thought this government move 
was a diversionary tactic intended to 
divide the Islamists. In fact Sheikh 
Enneifer, who was for a long time number 
two in the Islamic movement in Tunisia, 
has kept away from his friends since 1976 
seemingly because of the movement's 
politicisation. 

The food nots last January could have 
worsened the situation between the 
authorities and the Islamists, since the 
now ousted Interior Minister Dnss 
Guigua wanted to blame the violence on 
the Islamists. However, the regime did 
not react this time, and it is not impossible 
that one of the forthcoming anniversaries 
will see an amnesty for the Islamists, who 
may well be later allowed to set up a party. 

This would not be surprising in Tunisia. 
for compromises of this kind happened in 
the past. Indeed, it would be strange if. in 
a time of cmsis, the regime refused to 
legalise a movement whose audience in 
the country in unquestionable - even if it is 
often exaggerated for partisan purposes. 














TUNISIA 


NATIONAL GUARDSMEN REPORTED KIDNAPED BY LIBYANS 
Tunis LE TEMPS in French 19 May 84 pp l, 3 


[Interview with Col Habib Ammar, commander of the National Guard, by Mohsen 
Hamdi; date and place not given] 


[Text] The incident in which three National Guardsmen were abducted by the 
Libyan authorities continues to provoke comment, and has led to a crisis in 
Tunisian-Libyan relations. 


To learn more about this kidnapping, we asked Col Habib Ammar, the commander 
of the National Guard, some questions. 


[Question] How did the kidnapping of the three National Guardsmen on the 
Tunisian-Libyan frontier come about, and is it true that one of the agents 
was shot? 


Col Habib Ammar: Talks are continuing on the diplomatic level to obtain the 
release of the three agents abducted. Tunisia has always chosen to act on 
the diplomatic level, above all in relations with its neighbors. 


It is however evident that the operation in which three National Guardsmen 
were kidnapped was characterized by treachery. It is in fact publicly well 
known that there are permanent links and contact between the agents guarding 
the Tunisian and Libyan frontiers. These contacts are the product of the 
conditions of their work and the good relations existing between our two 
countries. 


It was in connection with one of these regular contacts, and on the occasion 
of a meeting between the agents of the National Guard and their Libyan coun- 
terparts on Tunisian territory, that our agents were taken by surprise by the 
Libyan group which treacherously detained them. The Libyan group was pre- 
pared for this operation and had come with the intention of carrying it out. 


In connection with what you have asked about the possibility that one of our 
agents was wounded, we have no information to corroborate this possibility. 


It should however be noted that the relations between our frontier agents and 
their Libyan colleagues have always been excellent. Their meetings are fre- 
quent and both sides have provided the minor services dictated by fraternity 
and good neighborly relations. By way of example, I can tell you that one of 








our frontier posts which has a bakery supplies bread on a daily basis to the 
Libyan patrols. 


This is to indicate the friendly atmosphere which prevailed until the day of 
the abduction, which occurred at 9 am. Our three agents were treacherously 
abducted. 


[Question] The role of the National Guard is to supervise our frontiers with 
our neighbors, Libya and Algeria. What are the tasks of the National Guard 
in this connection? 


Col Habib Ammar: The presence of National Guard agents within the framework 
of units distributed all along the frontier has protection of the national 
economy, protection and defense of the integrity and sovereignty of the 
fatherland as its fundamental basis, along with combatting smuggling opera- 
tions and clandestine infiltration from both sides of the frontier. 


We are persuaded that the frontier regions are zones of fraternity and coop- 
eration. 


It is a question, from the point of view and based on the choices of our 
country, of a bridge between the civilizations of our two countries. 


[Question] How do you view the efforts pursued with a view to the develop- 
ment of the National Guard Corps on all levels? 


Col Habib Ammar: No one is unaware of the solicitude of the chief of state 
for the National Guard Corps. This body, created at the dawning of inde- 
pendence, has been an elite of Destourian militants and supporters contrib- 
uting effectively to the establishment of the foundations of the republican 
regime and providing security and order in the country with very limited 
means. With the passage of the years, things have changed, and both the 
methods and equipment have seen an evolution placing the National Guard in 
tune with the development experienced by the country in all sectors. 





I for my part will continue to collaborate with the cadres of this corps to 
dedicate all of the necessary interest to the human element in this elite 
body. I will work to ensure the further development of the work methods such 
as to adapt them to the speedy progress made by the country. I will do this 
work with the greater enthusiasm since I have enjoyed a favorable atmosphere 
and continued support from the chief of state both on the moral and material 
levels. In 1982, the chief of state awarded bonuses to the National Guard 
Corps. This year, the chief of state signed National Guard statutes provid- 
ing for substantial improvements and better future guarantees for the agents 
such as to enable them to carry out their duties in the best possible fashion. 


[Question] It is commonly recognized that understanding between the citizens 
and the agents of law and order (police or National Guardsmen) contributes to 
the success of the task of maintaining order. Does such understanding exist? 


Col Habib Ammar: The citizen aids the National Guard. I will take advantage 
of this opportunity to emphasize and pay homage to the civic spirit of the 














Tunisian citizen. We must all work to continue this constructive work which 
serves the interests of the collective. 


It is, however, natural to encounter instances in which certain citizens do 
not want to respect the law. The role of the National Guard is to guide them 
and to implement the law when necessary. 


[Question] Do you believe that it is possible to draft effective plans to 
reduce the level of highway accidents? 


Col Habib Ammar: In view of the importance of the problem of traffic and the 
interest devoted to it by the high authorities of the state and the president 
of the republic, the general headquarters of the National Guard is working to 
improve and modernize the methods of its work units. It is a question of 
seeing to the protection of those who use the roads from the threat of acci- 
dent, and it is also a question of limiting the consequences of these acci- 
dents and the tragedies to which they can lead. 


We have established three mobile companies to strengthen the units already in 
service throughout the national territory. 


We are in the process of modernizing our equipment and our methods of action 
in order to reduce the level of highway tragedies. 


There are many causes of accidents. The human factor comes first (drivers 
and pedestrians), involving excessive speed, failure to yield, illegal 
overtaking, driving on the left, failure to observe stop signs, drunken 
driving, sudden changes of direction, failure to respect red lights, and 
crossing the solid line. Where pedestrians are concerned, the main causes of 
accidents are crossing streets without looking, playing and walking in the 
roadway. 


[Question] The radar network has been put into service. What is its effect 
on traffic? 


Col Habib Ammar: The radar network is an efficient means of combatting those 
who ignore traffic rules, particularly where speed is concerned. The results 
are encouraging, but we have not yet been able to cover the entire country. 
We hope to be able to do this gradually thanks to government support. It 
should moreover be noted that the equipment we have now is in very good 
operational condition. 
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ISRAEL 


DEVELOPMENT, ROLE, CONCEI TION OF INTELLIGENCE AGENCIES VIEWED 

Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 8, 9, 10, 14 May 84 

[Article by ‘Akiva Eldar: "Still in the Captivity of the Conception" ] 
[8 May 84 p 9] 


[Text] What can se done to defrost the peace with Egypt on the day after 
the elections there? 


Is war with Syria to be expected after the departure of Hafiz al-Asad? 


What must Israel do, if anything, to counter the danger of the spread of 
Iranian fundamentalism in the region after a possible Iraqi defeat? 


How should Israel prepare for an expected renewal of the Reagan initiative 
in his last term? 


How should we act if King Husayn announces tomorrow morning that he is re- 
sponding affirmatively to Shamir's invitation and is coming to Jerusalem? 


These questions are not any more science fiction than the Yom Kippur War or 
the peace initiative of Anwar Sadat. Every government and leader in Israel 
must have at hand a response ( or responses) to each one of these questions. 
It is true that even then there is no guarantee that the kinds of surprises 
that Sadat prepared in the seventies will not hit us in the eighties. Ten 
years after the Agranat Commission, Shlomo Gazit, the former chief of the 
Military Intelligence Branch [MIB], said on Study Day at the Hebrew University: 
"From commission to commission, we assure the next commission. We must es- 
tablish a commission that will study the report and recommend which of the 
leaders should be removed for not implementing the report."" Another chief 

of the MIB who participated in that discussion, Meir ‘Amit, added: "Israel 

is not led but leads itself somehow." A third chief of the MIB, Aharon Yariv, 
Stated: "We have no one involved in an estimate of the national situation. 

We are satisfied with an estimate of the eremy." 


Brig Gen Yoel Ben-Porat, who was the commander of an information collection 
unit in the Yor: Kippur War, relates in an article that was published in 
MA*ARAKHOT on .he 10th anniversary of the war and later prepared for publica- 
tion in HA'ARETZ about a conversation that he had with Golda Meir in August 
1977: “One of Golda's statements remains etched in my memory: ‘How did 
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ben-Gurion put it? They surrounded me with deceit." " ben-Porat adds: "The 
truth is that they all surrounded her with delusion and self-deception that 
became deception of the public with an unforgivable mistake." The recently 
publicized revelations about the Lebanese War indicate that less than 10 years 
later they surrounded another prime minister with deceit. The then general 
chief of staff, Rafa'el Eitan, testified: "It is a blatant lie that the 

war plan was 4U km. We penetrated deeply so that the PLO would not remain in 
Lebanon. I do not know why Begin said in the Knesset that it was a matter of 
40 km at the very time when we were at the gates ot Beirut" (the Economics and 
Naval Club in Haifa, 7 April 1984). According to senior ministers, Begin did 
not lie and his words were not a tabrication. He based his comments about 

the 4VU km on plans thac his minister ot defense, Ariel Sharon, presented to 
him. It soon became evident that Sharon's plans sutfered again from “delu- 
Sion and self-deception that became deception of the public with an unforgiv- 
able mistake." 


Sharon did not come up with the Lebanese War on the spur of the moment. He 
informed those around him about the conception regarding the alliance with 
the Phalangists headed by the Jumayyil family. The commander of the National 
Security Unit, Maj Gen (Res) Avraham Tamir, and the Mossad supplied him with 
the goods. Position papers that were passed to tne leaders responded to the 
expectations ot the minister ot detense and strengthened the conception that 
he tavored. In the absence ot an advisor on intelligence matters to the 
prime minister and aided by a feeling of interiority in dealing with the 
generals, Begin was left with no suitable instruments for examining the es- 
timates. It was disclosed in the report of the hahan Commission that the 
chief of the NIB, Yehoshua Sagi, did not do enough to warn the prime minister 
about the Phalangist massacres. If the MIB did indeed warn Begin about the 
military and political results from the expansion of the war, then the prime 
minister rejected the intelligence position and perhaps chose to ignore it. 
The refusal to appoint a general investigation commission on the Lebanese War 
leaves this problem unanswered. 


Six months ago, a document presenting a picture of the situation, political 
and military projections, and alternative courses of action in Lebanon was 
placed on Prime Minister Yitzhaq Sharir's desk. The document was prepared 

in the IDF Planning Branch on the basis of MID estimates and in collaboration 
with research institutes outside the military establishment. It rated as 
highly possible the abrogation of tne treaty between israel and Lebanon, the 
folding of the multinational torce, and Syrian domination of the central 
government. The authors of the document recommended a redeployment in south- 
ern Lebanon without waiting for the Lebanese Army to take control of the evac- 
uated areas. They proposed the establishment of an inteiligence infrastruc- 
ture in the security strip and the maintenance of close ties with the local 
forces that would be charged with pushing the terrorists out of range from 
which they could attack settlements in the Galilee. When Yitzhaq Shamir was 
asked on television about his reaction to the positions presented in the 
document, he answered: "I don't remember this paper. I receive many papers. 
Perhaps it was just a working paper that did not get to me." The chief of 
the general staff, Moshe Levi, received this "working paper” as the ILDI's 
actual concluding and formal estimate of the situation. It was prepared by 
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a team headed by the commander ot the Strategic Unit in the Planning Branch, 
an experienced officer with the rank of colonel and a doctorate. For many 
weeks, the team processed all the relevant data collected in the MIB, conm- 
piling and consulting with experts of the Institute for Strategic Studies of 
Tel Aviv University. The document's picture of the situation and recommenda- 
tions were supported by a position paper ot ‘Amiram Nir, a researcher in that 
institute and by a document of another military estimate element. If it is 
true that the prime minister does net take the time to read such documents 

or does not remember the essentials of their recommendations, as he stated 

on television, one must ask: What is the basis for the government's policy 
in Lebanon? 


The prime minister of Israel is a very busy man. These days Yitzhaq Shamir 
has had election matters added to his workload, and he has had to devote many 
hours to party affairs. Shamir is also trying to keep in close touch with 
the problems of the economy, and it must be remembered that he is still serv- 
ing as the minister of foreign affairs. Every day current position papers 

on virtually every topic that must command the attention of the leaders of 
the State of Israel flow from the intelligence organizations to his office. 
As he has stated, Shamir does not read or remember all of the papers placed 
on his desk. It seems that this is an impossible situation, and therefore, 
the Agranat Commission (and before it in 1963 the Yadin-Sharaf Commission) 
proposed the appointment of an advisor on intelligence to the prime minister. 
His function, according to Maj Gen (Res) Yariv, would be: “someone who would 
assist the prime minister in deciding among three estimates." The advisor, 
whose position as is known is directly subordinate to the prime minister, 
must also maintain a current dialogue between the leader who is the con- 
sumer of the intelligence and the producers. As Yariv has stated, the MIB's 
point of departure is essentially a military one, and it is primarily in- 
volved in the enemy's deployment. The IDF MIB is heavily equipped with man- 
power and sophisticated equipment to provide a warning of war. Because of 
the security classification of these matters, the deficiencies, if there are 
any, in this area are discovered only after the failures. 


(The following installments will concern the producers of the national situa- 
tion estimate and their consumers, the leaders). 


L9 May 84 p 9] 


[Text] If the MIB is likened to a warship, then all the other intelligence 
entities are likened to a surfboard, said Maj Gen (Res) Meir ‘Amit, a former 
chief of the MIB, in a lecture he delivered recently at the Hebrew University. 


The Agranat Commission cited the homogeneity of thinking of the intelligence 
community that led to the deficient conceptivn in the Yom Kippur War. Among 
the remedies proposed by the commission for the purpose of reducing the pos- 
sibility of error in the national situation estimate was the introduction of 
pluralism for the intelligence organizations. Although the responsibility for 
military warnings would remain in the hands of the MIB, it was stated that the 
leaders (primarily the prime minister) would be provided with information and 
estimates from two additional entities: the Center for Political Planning and 
Research in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Research Unit of the Mossad. 
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It was to them that 'Amit's comments about the "surfboard" were directed. The 
latter is subject to strict rules of secrecy, but knowledgeable persons say 
that the situation there is not any better than that which prevails in the 
“Center” of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Jerusalen. 


Dr Tzvi Lanir, a researcher in the Institute tor Strategic Studies, was one of 
the heads of the team that established the "Center." He explains that the 
Agranat Commission's recommendation on intelligence pluralism was not intended 
to double or triple the number of intelligence entities. The MIB is respon- 
sible for the shofar which it is to use to sound an alert about the enemy 
approaching the walls of the city. The “Center” of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, like the Nossad, was given the responsibility for providing the warn- 
ing -- “when everyone is looking southward, it must be the ‘lunatic’ who warns 
about the trouble expected from the north." Lanir believes that the one who 
issues an alert for war cannot produce a national situation estimate, and the 
most serious thing of all is the mixture of the alert in one pot with the warn- 
ings “The MIB wanted to be everything, and the mixture of the areas of respon- 
sibility caused the surprise of Yom kippur, the peace with Egypt, and the 
Lebanese War." Concrete evidence of this serious danger was presented on that 
Study Day by Maj Gen (Res) Aharon Yariv. He related how the MIB, which he 
headed, provided during the War of Attrition suitable objectives for deep 
penetration bombing in Egypt at the request of the leaders. Because he got 
heavily involved in temporary requirements at that time, he said, "I did not 
bang my hand on the table to demand a serious discussion of the situation that 
prevailed at the Canal." At such a time, the chief of the "Center" must play 
the role of the child who will shout that "the emperor has nothing on." 


"Despite the application of the intelligence pluralism in Israel in the wake 

of the Yom Kippur War," writes Dr Uzi Erez, a senior researcher in the defense 
establishment (MA'ARAKHOT, October 1979), "it is doubtful if this action has 
led to estimative pluralism since the two new estimative entities were estab- 
lished with virtually the identical pattern as that of the MIB. .. Pluralism 
in the full sense of the word requires also the analysis of issues from various 
aspects and with various methods, a different research structure, and reliance 
on different human resources and specializations. .. . When all is said and 
done, it is not necessary that each intelligence research unit do what its 
counterpart is doing (in the hope or presumption that it is doing it better), 
and this is certainly not what the Agranat Commission intended." Dr Erez 
concludes: "Had the principle of pluralism been implemented with the requisite 
breadth of imagination, it should have produced results when the time came (even 
if there were doubts about its authority and usefulness), but the ‘halfhearted' 
application of a problematic principle at the beginning cannot assure the de- 
Sired improvement in the process of intelligence production." Dr Erez also 
Claims that pluralism without the appointment of an intelligence advisor to 

the prime minister will leave him powerless when confronted with conflicting 
estimates, 


The birth of the "Center" aroused hope among many in the intelligence community 
that an institution had been established that would provide the leaders with 

a new channel and one with an overall political perspective. It would be an 
institution that would compete with the MIB for the ear of the prime minister. 
The then minister of foreign affairs, Yigal Allon, decided to cut off the 
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"Center" team from the diplomatic track, pulled out those whose qualifica- 
tions were not relevant to intelligence work, and replaced them with the best 
of the Near Eastern specialists and academics. The MIB was still licking its 
Yom Kippur wounds, and the "Center" of the Ministry of Foreign Attairs con- 
solidated its position in the intelligence community and the government. 
Every Thursday researchers of the "Center" prepared a summary of the collection 
of the weekly estimates. Every Saturday one of the heads of the “Center” met 
With the minister, briefed him, and gave him the collections in order for hin 
to distribute them to the ministers at the cabinet meeting on Sunday. Since 
a senior minister stood behind the estimates of the "Center", (in contrast to 
the MIB estimates that were submitted by a senior officer), the cabinet took 
them seriously. "We were doing fine until the tragedy occurred and Yigal 
passed away,” remembers Lanir. "Then the deterioration began, the workers 
committee discovered that we had good positions, and it took control ot 

them for the benefit of senior diplomats that no one knew what to do with. 
Moshe Dayan appointed a commission under the chairmanship of Yariv that rec- 
ommended that we be dropped from the planning. In the meantime, Shlomo Gazit, 
who was the chief of Dayan's office, was appointed chief of the MIB, and they 
decided that Shlomo would give him directly the consolidated estimate of the 
MIB. The high point was when they appointed the deputy chief of the Israeli 
delegation to the United Nations, for whom a position suitable to his status 
could not be found, chief of the ‘Center.’ " 


Lanir continues: “Instead of serving the cabinet, the ‘Center’ became a serv- 
ice entity for public information and the representations. We explained that 
this was a ruinous function, and we requested a separation of the research and 
public information functions that often contradict each other. Many diplomats 
were known as chatterboxes and leakers, and we did not want to send them in- 
telligence material. The prestige of the chief of the unit is very important, 
and since the new director was not known as an intelligence and research man, 
they began to disparage us. The erosion of the prestige of the ‘Center’ drove 
out the best of its researchers. Just like in the days of the Research De- 
partment, the predecessor of the ‘Center,’ its papers ended up in the waste- 
baskets. In the absence of mechanisms for the collection of information, thie 
researchers that remained in the ‘Center’ were unable to base their estimates 
on independent sources. Soon even the output of the intelligence entity, 

that was designed to compete with the MIB, became its superfluous appendage. 
In 1977 the ‘Center’ did not manage to prepare the leaders for the Egyptian 
peace initiative. Five years later, its people observed the evénts of the 
Lebanese War from the sideline. ["] 


The Agranat Commission proposed the establishment of the "Center" as an ad- 
ditional safeguard against the danger stemming from the homogeniety of think- 
ing among the intelligence organizations. The Kahan Commission did not men- 
tion it in its summations 10 years later -- it was simply not there. Even 
the heads of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs acknowledge that their Research 
Center is not serving, even aS a marginal guarantee,to prevent a talling, 
into the captivity of the conception of the eighties model. 











[10 May 84 p 9] 


[Text] In an interview on the occasion of Independence Day, Prime Minister 
Yitzhaq Shamir was asked if in retrospect he can justify the hope for a new 
map in Lebanon. Shamir responded that “during the course of Operation Peace 
for Galilee, various ideas and hopes surfaced about the way in which we could 
reach a full settlement with Lebanon. .. This action gave the Lebanese 
people a unique opportunity to free themselves from the presence of the ter- 
rorists and trom the Syrian occupation and to achieve real independence, but 
this the Lebanese had to do themselves -- and they did not take advantage of 
the opportunity. This was our disappointment and that of many in Lebanon. 
But this was their fault, not ours." (YEDI'OT AHARONOT, 6 May 1984). 


What is the meaning of "disappointment?" Are our relations with Lebanon like 
a disappointed love? Even in love one must take into account all the circun- 
stances. Shouldn't someone have expected that the Christian lover would re- 
turn to the bosom of her tough Syrian spouse? Where were the hundreds of in- 
telligence people of the MIB-Research, the Mossad-Research, and the Research 
Center of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs? Twenty meters from the office of 
Foreign Minister Shamir himself sit researchers and alongside them another 
twenty technical assistants whose function is to warn the minister, and through 
him also the prime minister about "disappointments" of these kinds. If the 
MIb had to warn against the introduction of the Phalangists into the retugee 
camps, then the "Center" exists, among other reasons, so that Israel would 
not trom the beginning have become involved in too close a partnership with 
the Christians. 


The heads ot the Ministry of Foreign Affairs admitted to me that the "Center" 
played no role in the Lebanese War. Instead of telling the cabinet what they 
knew about the intergroup relations and the historical and economic background 
of Lebanon, the Near Eastern specialists at the Lebanese desk were asked to 
provide public information material to the representations abroad on the 

"just war." Experienced intelligence officers gnashed their teeth in their 
guard-surrounded rooms. It is possible that had he thought about using them 
properly, Shamir would have been able to provide the cabinet with estimates 
and recommendations that would have saved blood, money, and superfluous "dis- 
appointments" in Lebanon. The prime minister of today is responsible for the 
deficient functioning of the "Center" just as his predecessor bears the respon- 
sibility for the "Christian" conception of the Mossad. 


"Press Office" 


The "Center" in the Ministry of Foreign Attairs enjoys, like other intelligence 
entities, a mantle of secrecy. Although it is not the primary producer of 
estimates for the leaders of the state, it is said in the intelligence comnu- 
nity that several of its conspicuous symptoms are a true reflection of the 
ailments of the entire community. Two of the "Center's" people, who are 
ashamed, angry, and have a feeling of responsibility about the "small mind" 
syndrome that now characterizes many of the intelligence people, agreed to 
describe for me the situation in the "Center" and the atmospere that prevails 
there: 
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“This place is only a not especially profound press office that provides infor- 
mation to the representations of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Our papers 

are articles based on only a little more information than that which is already 
available to the reporters since we also receive classified papers. In order 

to prevent homogeneity of thinking, it is extremely important that the researcher 
not see similar papers from the other intelligence producers. Wwe work daily 

on the estimates of the M15, and there is a free tlow ot papers between us. 

We prepare situation reports, and at times you can hear more current informa- 
tion in the reports of Ya‘*ari on television. 


"They ask an intelligence man to tight tor his views and to express them. when 
the ne’ director, Yitzhaq Oron, arrived about 1 and 1/2 years ago, we had great 
expectations. He is known as an outstanding researcher and one of the senior 
members of the intelligence community, but unfortunately we were quickly proven 
wrong. When he encounters an estimate that is contrary to his views, Oron 
clobbers the researcher. There have been cases when he has refused to listen 
to researchers who attempted to disagree with him. Oron stopped them, and they 
left the meeting room, slamming the door and saying that it was deception. It 
sometimes happens that I disagree with MIB estimates. It was for this purpose 
that the ‘Center’ was established. Uron prevented me from sending this view 

up to the higher echelons. All I could do was write papers for public infor- 
mation purposes and wait for the end of the month. 


Forbidden To Think 


"It is forbidden to think, and people already don't want to express an opinion 
when their director says to them ‘I, as director, can say that this is what I 
want." In actuality, we have become his technical assistants. He does not 
report to researchers information relevant to their area of work that he ob- 
tains in meetings and discussions in various forums. For example, he issued 

a paper after ‘Arafat lett Tripoli without showing it to the people at the 
desks, and he wrote in there that ‘Arafat will be the kosher pig's foot of 
Husayn.’' No one in the representations who received this message understood 
what he meant. There is no control over his estimates, and I have seen sev- 
eral that have been refuted. 


"For a long time now we have not been engaged in political research. We do 
not sit down at the beginning of the year and decide what must be researched. 
The subject of planning had already been taken away from us by Moshe Dayan. 
At most of the political desks, there is now only one researcher. Several of 
us have a technical assistant. 


“Near Eastern specialists have stopped coming to the ‘Center." We get primar- 
ily diplomats, a few of whom are inflated balloons trom extended service abroad. 
In the absence of another department director position for them, they give them 
one of our departments. In one of the Middle Eastern departments, the director 
does not know Arabic. In others, the researchers are more familiar with their 
area of specialization than the director, but he gives them directives. We 
have become a manpower graveyard in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Except 
for the Middle Eastern desks, virtually all of the researchers are people that 
they did not know what to do with in the ministry. In the Economics Department, 
for example, only one of the four researchers is an economist. Many of us 
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remain in the ‘Center’ only because of the small alert-duty increment in our 
salaries, and we are looking for a way out." 


One-third of those who established the "Center™ have departed tor academia, 
and another one-third have found consolation in a diplomatic career. The re- 
mainder are waiting for the next assignment abroad, and in the meantime, they 
are trying not to make waves and are reconciling themselves to the concep- 
tion. It is evident that this dangerous ailment has not passed over the oider 
Sisters of the intelligence family. This will be the subject of the next in- 
Sstallment. 


[14 May 84 p 7] 


[Text] Fall 1979. Minister of Defense Ezer Weizman convenes a group of MIB 
officers, including ‘important professors of Near Eastern Studies, in his 
office. The minister relaxes in an armchair and says: "You are an excellent 
group of guys. I salute you tor your work, but you also are lucky. I1 caught 
the flu, and I took your paper home together with the report of ‘Talik* (Maj 
Gen Yisrael Tal) on the grounsu torces. I said to myself: Voila, these are 
guys with sense. I am going to implement your recommendations.” One of the 
“euys"” that was there told me that he left the minister's office as if some- 
one had poured a bucket of cold water on his head. Six months betore that, 
the minister ordered the urgent preparation of a situation estimate on one 

of the most critical issues to the state. Until that meeting he had heard 
nothing about what had happened to that paper which had been prepared by the 
best researchers. It now became clear to him that it was only Ezer'‘s in- 
fluence that saved this important document. This influence also helped Maj 
Gen Tal's report. 


Dr 'Uzi Erez wrote in an article that elicited much reaction that "the lesson 
of history is that leaders generally receive the intelligence they deserve. 

Consumers who treat intelligence material passively, who limit their interest 
to material that contains a warning (political or military), who have only a 
limited dialogue with the intelligence producers and collectors, and who re- 
veal a closed mind to intelligence material should not assume that they will 


receive the best of the intelligence service.” MA*ARAKHOT, Oct 1979) 


- 
— 
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A senior intelligence officer who recently left the service describes the 
system as “good and well-oiled and one which should be treated seriously,” 
but he immediately adds that "my frustration and that of many of my associates 
who remained stems from the main problem -- to what extent do the MIB es- 
timates find expression in the higher echelons? Does any one take them into 
account?" That officer (Res) states, in contrast to the description of the 
situation in the Research Center of the Ministry ot Foreign Affairs, that in 
the MIB there are no instances of the suppression of views. “There are 
openings [possibly means “expressions of views"], but no one takes risks. 

You consider all the possibilities and swallow the one that appears too risky 
to state. This is already done instinctively. You are pulled by the central 
forces in the defense establishment." 


35 











In the IDF it is said that every intelligence officer can express his devi- 
I 


atory opinion, and it wiil reach the leadership level. 


the first articles in this series have elicited the first reactions from the 
intelligence community. There is in them a tone of concern that once again 
"they are attacking us." This community, that has lost most of its commanders 
unnaturally, is very sensitive to criticism. Intelligence officers provide 
thelr consumers with an abundance ot estimates. The leaders provide them with 
abundance of frustrations. During the Lebanese War most of the important 
lecisions were made against the recommendations of the MIB and several of the 
recommendations ot the Mossad. Also in other issues involving the immediate 
region, the intelligence community was a voice calling in the wilderness. 
intelligence officer (Res) states: "It happened that I had made some con- 
ments about a sensitive Middle Lastern issue that the politicians found un- 
pleasant. Il felt that it was ditiicult tor them to accept a doctrine that 
involves the ideology ot the government and contradicts their positions. You 
can tight and bang your head on the wall. There are those that are worried 
that their advancement will be impeded, and they concede." According to the 


oiticer, the key question is not "captivity of the conception,” but rather 
"when you present all of the possibilities in order to be right in every case, 
then about which conception is it possible to talk at ali? 

The Kahan Commiss 

Sharon government ignoring of the intelligence producers. The Shamir-Arens 
duo has improved the attention to details, but even these two pragmatic poli- 
ticians have not tormulated a detense policy and have even not equipped the 
yovernnent with the appropriate instruments so that decisions -- ultimately 
the political ones -=- will take into account the entire spectrum of the 
political-military views. 


sion pointed out one episode that exemplified the Begin- 
‘ 
S 


The IDF MIB is the military organizatix hat, rj ery 2, 1S oF] 3 
he IDF MIB 1s tt 1litary organi In that, by its very nature, 1S oriented 
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to provide a war alert. The Institute [Mossad] for Intelligence and Special 
Operations is responsible tor Israel's connections with certain foreign en- 
tities. The Research Center ot the Ministry of Foreign Affairs emphasizes 
[srael's foreign policy, and at times, also tne public information require- 
ments. Each one of these three estimative bodies in this series are suf- 
fering trom a shortage. 


Maj Gen (Res) Avraham ("Avrasha") Tamir, formerly the chief of the National 
security Unit, contacted me in order to take issue with the thesis that an 
intelligence advisor to the prime minister is the one who should be involved 
in the integration of all the estimates and in the orientation of the stratepy 
(possible courses of action stemming from these estimates. "The problem of 
the State of Israel," maintains Tamir," is the absence of a National Security 
Council and a National Security Staft available to it with the authority to 
coordinate all the estimative entities. In their absence, the Ministerial 
Committee for Defense Atfairs is compelled to depend upon the ministries, 

and the ministry that is strongest at a given time becomes the dominant one 
in the formulation of policy. When the Ministry of Defense is the dominant 
one, it becomes also the Ministry ot Foreign Affairs. Without such a staff, 











there are also no channels from top to bottom, and therefore, as you have 
written, nothing is being done in the Center of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. 


"There are many examples. How much blood and money we would have saved 

had there been such a body that would have permitted decisions to be made 
in the context of all the data and possibilities. Today, someone comes to 
the cabinet with a pointer and a map and relates that no one there disputed 
him -- and they make a decision. I do not remember, for example, any dis- 
cussion in the cabinet of the internal structure of Lebanon and the true 
importance of the Christians." 


{In regard to the relations between Tamir's National Security Unit and the 
tormer minister ot defense, Ariel Sharon, there is considerable criticism. 
The critics who bring evidence of this [state] that the general provided 
his superiors with papers that were in accord with their views. Such a 
unit should not be subordinate to the minister of defense but rather to the 
prime minister. It, like a National Security Council, is likely to function 
improperly. It is possible that the American model is not suitable for 
Israel's requirements, but to dismiss the matter entirely is impossible. 
Ministers in the Shamir cabinet, that functions also as the Ministerial 
Committee on Defense Affairs, have complained to me on more than one occa- 
sion that they approve a policy after the fact without knowing the data in 
the area. These cabinet members are not captives of the conception, they 
do not know that it exists. 
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CONGRESS-I WINS MAJORITY IN MIZORAM POLLS 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 30 Apr 84 p l 


[Text] Aizawl, April 29 (PTI). The congress has won absolute majority in the 
Mizoram assembly. 


The congress has won 16 seats out of the 26 results announced so far. 
Election in the north Vanlaiphai constituency was countermanded,. 


The president of the Mizoram Congress Pradesh Committee Mr Lalthanhawla would 
be elected leader of the Congress Legislature Party and the new government of 
the Union territory formed within a few days, according to party sources here. 


The last result came from the Khawbung constituency where the student leader, 
Mr Rochhunga Ralte of the Congress contesting for the first time, defeated the 
peoples Conference candidate, Mr C. Lalsawivela by a margin of 50 votes. 


Counting for the remaining three seats--Sagau, Saiha and Chawngte--is in 
progress. 


The ruling Peoples Conference is trailing behind winning eight seats. 


The ruling party suffered major reverses, with the defeat today of the assem- 
bly speaker, Mr Kenneth Chawngliana and the minister for development, Mr P.B. 
Rosanga. The industries minister, Mr C. Changkunga was unseated by a Mizoram 
Congress candidate yesterday from Kawrthah constituency. 


Apart from the Mizo Convention which secured one seat, the other regional 
parties, the Mizo Union and the Mizo Peace Forum, have drawn blank. Another 
seat went to an independent candidate. 


The Peoples Conference government, headed by Brig. T. Sailo, which was at the 
helm of affairs in the Union territory for last six years covering two terms 

is expected to tender resignation to the Lt. Governor, Mr H.S. Dubey anytime 

at the Raj Niwas here. 


This was the fourth assembly elections in Mizoram since it attained the Union 


territory status in 1972. In the first election held in 1972, the Mizo Union, 
oldest political set-up of the Mizos, swept the polls by bagging 21 seats. 
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In the 1978 election, the Peoples Conference floated by Brig. T. Saito in !975, 
romped home with 23 seats. 


But the elections le: to the emergence of a faction of the party and later the 
fall of the government necessitating fresh polls in 1979 in which the Peoples 
Conference attained single majority again with a tally of 18 seats. 


The Congress which annexed five seats in 1979, managed to swell its figure to 


eight with two MLA's crossing the floor and capturing one seat in a by-election 
in 1982. 
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GULF WAR TO BENEFIT NEITHER U.S. NOR SAUDIS 

Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 21, 22 May 84 
[Editorial: "Who Is the Winner in Persian Gulf?"] 
[21 May 84 p 2] 


[Text | The 44-month-old war that the Baghdad regime 
has imposed upon the Islamic Republic of Iran has 
entered a new Stage these days following repeated 
attacks on oil tankers in the Persian Gulf waters. The 
Iraqi intention to make traffic in these waters unsafe, 
is not a new one and is actually done with the full 
consent of Saddam’s supporters, particularly France 
and the US, who are supplying the Iraqi Ba’athist 
army with all the necessary means of destruction. 
The outcome of the events is becoming gradually 
uncontrollable and something which Washington 
and Paris would not have much chance to manipu- 
late. 

The reaction of the international organizations, 
particularly the United Nations, must be registered as 
something to be studied on their own. Up to now they 
have kept a sly sort of silence, hoping that the 
outcome of the events would eventually change in the 
interest of the West and ‘‘veto power” holders. But 
the evidences show that the approach of these inter- 
national organizations, will soon backfire. 

One should not loose caution in studying the current 
events in the Middle East and particularly in evaluat- 
ing the situation in the Persian Gulf. Because a large 
number of parameters are involved, each of which 
enjoy a special importance in relation to the situation 
prevailing in the region. This means that the evalua- 
tion of the situation in the Persian Gulf needs 
information more than what the apparent condition 
of the region indicate. 
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Washington is also aware of this fact and 
undoubtedly this same consideration has caused 
grave concern for American policy-makers. An 
examination of the events show that the West, and 
particularly the US, have the intention of taking the 
conflict out of the geographical boundaries of Iraq | 
and spread all over the Persian Gulf region. The most 
basic objective of Washington behind pushing this 
policy is on the one hand to prolong the life of the 
Baghdad regime and on the other to have a pretext to 
continue the crisis‘ in the region after Saddam’s 
downfall. 

All the political, military and propaganda capabil- 
ity of Washington and its allies, have been mobilized 
to decentralize the crisis all over the Persian Gulf. 
Washington initially prefers to preserve its interests in 
the region indirectly without resorting to direct milit- 
ary action through instigating the regimes in the 
region. But the present circumstances are such that 
the reactionary regimes do not enjoy the necessary 
political and military skil! in these cases to enable 
Washington to delegate to them any decision-making 
or even comments on Sensitive issues. 

The presence of US AWACS in Saudi Arabia, is a 
clear example substantiating the above statement. 
The AWACS fly over the Arab Peninsula and the 
information acquired is put at the disposal of US 
officials without the Saudi authorities having any- 
thing to do with them. 

In other words, the pleasure-seeking princes of 
Saudi imperial court have placed the most sophisti- 
cated espionage system of the United States in the 
heart of the Middle East without understanding the 
consequences of their decision. Washington is willing 
through various means such as relying on the infor- 
mation of itt AWACS, to put the Arab governments 
in a path with no way back should they change their 
mind in the middle of the way. The regional imperial 
courts think that they have gained great privileges by 
having invited the United States to preserve their 
regimes, thus allowing Washington to take great 














[22 May 84 p 2] 


[Text ] 


Part [I 





advantages of the ignorance of the Arab reac- 
tionaries in order to change them into temporary 
deterring agents in the realm of its interests. In this 
new game Washington counts on the regional courts 
and all their military copacity as “sand bags”, 
knowing that the regiona; regimes whose total milit- 
ary capacity would never exceed that of Irag accord- 
ing to the most exaggerating statistics. 

Under circumstances that Washington is not spar- 
ing any endeavors in instigating the Arab reaction, 
could we call the Arab reaction the winner of this 
game? 

It should be very painful to the regional states to 
know that the United States, when instigating them, 
risks on its interests only while the regional regimes 
jeopardize their very national integrity. 


We said last time that the preservation of the 
regional states is not always a necessary thing or an 
indisputable principle for the U.S.. Washington would 
use these regimes as long as they help it preserve its 
interests. Any one of the Arab kings who relies on 
Washington's support for the continuation of his 
regime should contemplate on the question of how 
significant he is for U.S. policy-makers and whether 
or not his regime enjoys more credit in the eyes o! 
U.S. politicians than that of the ex-shah of Iran? 

It should not be forgotten that the U.S. did its bes: 
to preserve the dictator shah in Iran. But where did 
those efforts lead to? Any announcement of support 
by the White House for the monarchial regime in Iran 
had the opposite effect, i.e. they further accelerated 
the collapse of the shah. The situation in the region 
has undergone complete change now. Washington is 
not willing to repeat its past blunders and will 
defenitely not cause itself much trouble for keeping in 
power those regimes which have no skill but to live in 
pleasure. 
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In this way, the Arab reactionaries who initiated 
the idea of inviting the U.S. to the region and 
welcoming American militarymen, manifest their 
ignorance and lack of foresightedness. 

Moving the center of gravity in the Iraq-Iran war 
from land to the waters of the Persian Gulf would be 
first and foremost to the detriment of reactionary 
Arab governments themselves, because the new 
balance of forces in the Persian Gulf would not be in 
the interest of imperial courts in the region under any 
conditions. Washington wants to cause turmoil in the 
Persian Gulf through puppet kings. Because it has no 
desire of sacrificing American troops. 

In this fire game one could not say the Saudi court 
is likely to become the winner as Riyad had never 
thought about the consequences of transferring the 
fire to the Persian Gulf, and it does not seem to 
realize the fire is very liable to spread. 

Washington also would not benefit in this adven- 
ture as the contemporary world resembles intercon- 
nected vessels, meaning that it is not possible to create 
a crisis in the Persian Gulf which functions as the 
vital artery of the industrial world and at the same 
time expect this crisis remain limited to the region. 

Washington imagines that it would gain a privilege 
if the Persian Gulf tension could provide the gro und 
for the United States to interfere in the region 
militarily without granting the least concession. But 
the American policy-makers have forgotten that in 
the contemporary world, military might alone is not 
enough and that the possibility of Beirut events to be 
repeated is not any lesser here. 

In addition, if the fire of the war is transferred from 
land to the Persian Gulf, the waters of the Persian 
Gulf could easilly take the flames of this fire to 
oceans, and the U.S. should know full well that it 
has many things to lose by that. Yet it seems that the 
American policy-makers have forgotten the law of 
interconnected vessels. This is a natural law that not 
even a superpower is able to breach or prevent its 
implementation through international manipulation 
or deception. 
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IRAN 


MESHKINI: CLERGY MUST UNITE TO DEFEAT FACTIONALISM 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 20 May 84 p 21 


[Text] On the joyous occasion of the birthday of the Twelfth Iman, a 
celebration was held at the Fayziyeh theological school by the propaganda 
office of the theological center of Qom. It was attended by a large number 
of regular and advanced theological students, members of the community of 
theological teachers of the theological center of Qom, as well as by 
families of the martyrs, some of the combatants of Islam and various other 
classes of people. 


During the ceremony, following the reading of some verses of the Koran, the 
observance of some special formalities and the presentation of a report 

on the activities of the Islamic propaganda office of the theological center 
of Qom, Ayatollah Meshkini, the Friday iman of Qom and president of the 
Assembly of Experts. gave a speech. While mentioning the martyrdom of more 
than 700 members of the clergy at the war fronts and the arrival of the an- 
niversary of the martyrdom of a number of soldiers in the flood disaster 

on the Chalus road, and giving mid-Sha'ban felicitations to the people and 
to the Muslims of the world, he stated: "The beloved Prophet said that 

the promised Mahdi will bring abouc the divine destination, and with his 
arrival deviations of thought, action and ethics will be eradicated and 
justice and fairness will be established. It is one of the special qualities 
of Islam that it gives such hope to people. Today those in power suppress 
the thoughts of their own nations, and a despotic group, relying on the 
bayonet, plunder the wealth of nations and exploit and oppress them so 
that, God willing, that exalted one will by his own appearance do away 

with all such oppression and fill the world with justice and equity." 


While stressing the traditions of the Sunnis regarding the appearance of 

a just reformer, he addressed the Sunnis: "Like the Shi'ite ‘ulema, you 
too must bring this belief out from its obscurity in books and spread it 
about in your own societies and thereby instill a gleam of hope in people's 
hearts so that Muslims will again rise up like the Iranian nation. Sunni 
brothers, we do not say that you should repeat everything that we say. By 
following the Koran we want you to resurrect unity and revive Islamic 
societies." 


While mentioning the tyranny and oppression of the arrogant world to the 
victorious and martyr-nourishing people of Iran who had presented more than 
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80,000 martyrs in bringing about the fruition of divine goals, the Friday 
imam of Qom said: 


"O great God, this tormented nation would like a gift from you. In honor 

of the birth of this esteemed one who will lead all the world to justice 

and fairness and make the oppressed victorious over the oppressors, it would 
like that this satanic dam of Saddam would soon burst and that this iron- 
willed nation proceed from Kerbala towards the liberation of Jerusalem." 


Referring to the recent threats of the great Satan America and its hired 
hands in the Persian Gulf, he addressed the chief of the supreme defense 
council, the chief of the Majlis and other military and domestic officials, 
stating: "As one of the theological students of Qom I say to you that if 
Islam and our Iran should be in danger, I will put on an open-breasted 
battle dress and whenever necessary do battle with the enemies of Islam 

to the best of my ability, strength and power until I lose my life on the 
path to Him whom we worship. I in turn am not willing that as long as I 
am alive the blood-drinking enemy, with all that oppression, crime and 
treachery which became common in this oppressed nation, should again set 
foot in this country, because our desire is for what is right. We rose 

up for God and for divine justice and fairness, and therefore we are not 
afraid of any power. To attain ultimate victory you must follow your plans 
with all care and all your strength. 


"The prayers of this nation and the imam and the blessed Mahdi are backing 


you up.” 


While recommending and stressing to the university students and theological 
students that they pursue learning and abstain from politics, Ayatollah 
Meshkini said: "Theological students who are new to the theological centers 
should know that in the future we will need individuals who are scholars, 
jurisprudents, legists and managers, such as the Shaykh Ansaris, the 
Borujerdis and the imams of our nation. I recommend to you that you put 
all your efforts into research and study and if you do that you will attain 
the peak cf perfection. University students must also be aware that today 
they too are like theological students and must abstain from politics and 
devote all their life and spirit to acquiring knowledge, because in the 
future we will be in need of skilled specialists in all fields." 

Continuing his speech he addressed clergymen throughout the country, saying: 
"As a scholar in the service of Islam, I say to you theological scholars 

in the provinces that secret hands are at work to make divisions among you 
and ultimately to alienate the people from you. You members of the clergy 
must understand this and you must unify the people so that you can smash 
those secret hands that want to alienate the people from you." 


While relating the message of the Imam of the Nation on the subject of sup- 
porting the Council of Guardians, the Friday imam of Qom said: "Dear nation, 
with respect to the Imam's perception of danger and his warning of it, we 
have received this warning with our heart and soul and have seriously con- 
demned the speech, writing and actions of selfish individuals, and we 
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announce our support for the honored member jurisprudents of the Council 
of Guardians who have been appointed by the Imam of the nation. I in turn 
submit that this revolution is my spirit and my religion because this 
revolution is born of Islam and the defeat of this revolution would be the 
defeat of Islam. 


"We consider this revolution to be a divine trust," he added, "and whosoever 
opposes this revolution, no matter what his class or his clothing--even if 
he should be in the sacred robes of the clergy--we will break his shinbones. 
We will spare neither life nor property on the path of this revolution, and 
those who attempt to oppose this revolution should know that this theological 
center and this Fayziyeh theological school are alive and will defend the 
great hopes of Islam. A number of people present at this meeting have 
defended this theological center and this nation and Islam by enduring 
torture, imprisonment and exile, and as long as the clergy are alive they 
will defend the revolution, because the theological center is alive, not 
dead. Praise be to God that the theological center is united, and with the 
support of the Twelfth Imam we will spread this revolution and Islam and 

the Koran, not only in Iran but also throughout the Islamic countries." 


In closing he prayed for the final victory of the warriors of Islam and for 
the longevity of the Imam of the Nation until the revolution of the blessed 
Mahdi. 


Visit of Various Classes of People with Ayatollah Meshkini 


Our correspondent reports from Qom that a group of teachers from 
Farrokhshahr and the Kiyar district of Shahr-e Kord, a number of educators 
from Falavarjan, Najafabad and Arak, the office of education in Rafsanjan 
and Shahr-e Kord, families of martyrs from Dav-u-dabad of Arak and from 
Varamin, members of the revolutionary guards from Sistan va Baluchistan 
and District 3, students from Ahvaz University and a group of members of 
[Islamic student societies from Nushabad of Kashan and Salmanshahr had a 
visit with Ayatollah Meshkini, the Friday imam of Qom and chief of the 
Council of Guardians. 


While giving a welcoming speech to the audience during this visit, Ayatollah 
Meshkini congratulated all the Muslims of the world on the joyous birthday 
of His Excellency, may God the greatest preserve him. He described the 
philosphoy of the resurrection of the Mahdi and of electing to follow the 
way of the prophets in expediting his appearance. He stated, "You Iranians 
must feel glory in following the way of the prophets and in acquaintance 
with the Prophet's family and the book of God. You will want to show your 
forefathers that we have expelled the imperialists from our country, and 

you will go forward with the leadership of the Twelfth Imam." 


He added that "throughout the world today the talk among the dispossessed 
and oppressed layers of the community of Muslims and university students 

is about the Iranians and how they are battling the dictators. But do not 
be afraid if the East and West attack you, because you are followers of 
Hazrat-e 'Alij and he will make the truth victorious over falsehood. I hope 
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that by the blessing of this great person who has been born God will give 
us a gift so that our zealous warriors can be victorious at the warfronts 
over the regime of Saddam, who is the installed hand of the great powers." 


Continuing his address, with an emphasis on the role of religious fervor 
in the victory of the people of Iran in the Islamic revolution and in the 
war that has been imposed upon them Ayatollah Meshkini discussed acquaintance 
with the percepts of Islam, the Koran and religious beliefs. "Similarly," 
he added, “by following the divine commands and the cry of the Imam during 
the pagan regime our nation was mobilized to battle against arrogance and 
was victorious. I hope that with that same power Saddam's regime will be 
overthrown and that an Islamic government will be established there, and 
that with our victory over Saddam it will be proved to all the peoples of 
the world that Iranians have no desire for land but rather for the victory 
of Islam and the establishment of an Islamic republican government." 


In conclusion the Friday imam of Qom stressed the need for following piety 
and for employing innovators in industry and for the proper distribution 
of land among the farmers as ways to achieve economic self-sufficiency. 

He said, "If you pursue piety and expertise and not give up, you will be 
victorious and no one will prevail over you. You must strive so that we 
can become self-sufficient in the economic field and thereby be in need 

of nothing from foreign countries in order to get our bread. Be patient 
and do not say that it was for bread that we rose up. 


"You must endeavor to preserve Islam so that, God willing, we can make up 
for the shortages and achieve self-sufficiency." 


12651 
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IRAN 


AGREEMENT ON WORLD ISSUES SIGNED WITH MALTA 
Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 15 May 84 p l 


[Text] Tehran, May 14 (IRNA)--A note of understanding was signed between the 
Foreign Affairs Minister of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Ali Akbar Velayati, 
and his Maltese counterpart Alex Sceberras Trigona at the end of the latter's 
3-day visit to Iran here this morning. 


In the note the Maltese foreign minister reaffirmed his country's support for 
Iran's Neither East or West policy, while his Iranian counterpart reiterated 
Iran's support for Malta's policy of strict Non-Alignment. 


The two sides particularly emphasized their desire to see the security and 
stability of the two countries maintained, and that to keep the regions free 
from the influence of the superpowers. 


Both sides in the note announced their anxiety over the spiraling arms race 
and production of atomic and chemical weapons. They also called for immediate 
measures to reduce the threat these weapons pose to mankind. 


The two sides condemned any foreign interference in the internal affairs of 
countries like Nicaragua, and Libya and announced support for struggles of 
these countries to achieve independence and protect their sovereignty. 


Iran and Malta also announced their condemnation of the Zionist regime and 
urged necessity for the liberation of all occupied lands. They also casti- 
gated the continuing aggression of the Zionists and the support rendered it 
by the U.S. to perpetrate its expansionist policies. 


On the issue of Lebanon, Iran and Malta announced their support for struggles 
of the Lebanese people to expel the intervention forces and their supporters. 
The two sides furthermore announced grave concern over the Soviets continuing 
occupation of Afghanistan and declared support for the just struggles of the 

Muslim people of that country. 


Both sides expressed willingness to open embassies in each other's countries. 
Also agreed upon in the note was technical and personnel cooperation in ship- 
building as well as Malta's purchase of oil from Iran. 
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Meanwhile, Velayati said today that since the last two vears ties between Iran 
and Malta have expanded, in the fields of economics, trade, industry, and 
particularly in the shipbuilding sector. 


Velavyati added rhat Iran and Malta, both active members of the Non-Aligned 
movement, as well as temporary members of U.N. Security Council, have also 
maintained close cooperation in the political field, during the past two 
years. 


Referring to the note of understanding signed between the two countries dur- 
ing Trigona'’s visit, Velayati said it dealt with future relations of the two 
countries. 

The Maltese foreign minister said he discussed expansion of ties and future 
cooperation with Iranian Prime Minister Mir Hussein Musavi. He added that in 
his talks with other Iranian officials, new avenues of cooperation were ex- 


plored. Malta's foreign minister arrived here Friday, May 1l. 


Trigona concluded his three-day visit to Iran and left Tehran for his country, 
this morning. 


He was seen off by Dr. Ali Akbar Velayati at Mehrabad Airport, here. 
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PLANNING MINISTER TALKS ABOUT PROVINCES' 


DEVELOPMENT PLANS 


Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 20 May 84 p 1, 10 


(Text | 


LAHORE, May 19: Dr. Mah- 
bubul Hag, the Federal Minister 
for Planning. today said that the 
actual incress: in the Annual 
Development Pr mes of all 
the provinces jute ¢ the next fin- 
ancidl yeas would be more than 30 
per cent to achieve the targets of 
the Sixth Five-Year Plan. 

He has addressing a Press 
conference at the Lahore Airport 
after a meeting this morning with 
the Punjab Governor, Lt. Gen. 
Ghulam Jilani Khan, and other 
high officials of the provincial 
government to review the imp 
lementation of the current year’s 


ADP and the next year’s program- 
me. 

He said that there would be 10 
per ceat increase in the amount of 
ADPs of the provinces in the 
budget of 1984-85, while a number 
of special development programmes 
to be funded by the Federal 
Government would bring the over- 
all increase in the funds for devel- 
opment purposes to more than 30 
per cent. 

Dr. Mahbubul, Haq said that 
he was extremely pleased to know 
that during the last five years the 
implementation of development 
programmes’ in Punjab had even 
exceeded 100 per cent as the Pun- 
jab Government had been able to 
mobilise more resources than the 
amounts mentioned in the annual 
budgets. 

He said that he had discussed 
with the Punjab Governor and 
other concerned officials at length 
the next year’s devclopment pro- 
gramme, which, he added, would be 
further discussed at the meeting of 


the National Economic Council 
to be chaired by the President, Gen- 
eral Mohammad Ziaul Haq, and 
which would also be attended by 
the provincial Finance Ministers at 
Islamabad on May 27. 

Answering a question about the 
share of Punjab in the development 
programme of the Federal Govern- 
ment, he said that for the first 
time the Federal Government 
would be undertaking a special 
development programas in this 
province. The Planning Commission 
would be recommending Rs. 40 
crore in the next budget for the 
development of Cholistan and 
barani areas, which were poverty- 
stricken and where the per capita 
income was half the national 
average, literacy rate was 10 per 
cent and the availability of clean 
drinking water was ulterly inad- 
equate. 


Dr. Mahbubul Haq said that the 
programmes for poverty-sticken 
areas. of Pakistan were also 
discussed at the meetings of the 
special Consortium in Paris in 
December and April last where he 
led the Pakistani side. He was 
glad, he added, that as a result of 
these meetings Pakistan would be 
able to make a sizeable and 
concrete start during 1984-85. 

In reply to a question, he said 
that the Punjab Government was 
laying the main stress of education, 
health, farm-to-market roads, 
village electrification and consolida- 
tion of agricultural projects. He said 
he told the meeting this morning 
that the Federal Government, as a 
safeguard to the cotton crop, would 
subsidise hand sprayers by 50 per 
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cent and power sprayers by 35 

r cent. The Punjab Government 
ad also demanded 15,000 hand 
sprayers and 6,000 power sprayers. 
He had agreed to their demand and 
would recommend jit to the 
National Economic Council for 
Federal funding. 

The Federal Planning Minister 
said that there were large areas of 
Punjab which required irrigation 
facility. Out of the total culturable 
waste land in the country, 76 per 
cent lay in the Punjab which could 
be cultivated. He added that half 
of this area was in Thal which could 
be commanded by the Dajal 
project. The Planning Commission 
would recommend to the NEC 
that a start should now be taken on 
Thal and Dajal extension projects 
which would together irrigate a 
sizeable area of 1.56 million actes. 
The Punjab Government needed Rs. 
65 crore for those projects and the 
Planning Commission would reco- 
mmend to the NEC to give top 
priority to them. 

Dr. Mahbubul Haq said that the 
Punjab Government was also giving 
priority to Talibwala bridge to 
shorten the distances in Sargodha 
Division and the Planning Comm- 
ission had decided to accommodate 
this project in the year 1984-85 
as a part of federal funding. 

Another priority project of the 
Punjab, he said, was to extend the 
left bank outfall drain at a cost of 
650 million dollars through Rahim- 
yar Khan in the Punjab province. It 
would be a very significant achi- 
evement for Punjab as the left 
bank outfall drain project had 
greatly helped the province of 
Sind to achieve a breakthrough in 


agriculture. The Planning Comm- 
ission had agreed to the proposal 
and would recommend the provi- 
sion of one crore rupees for tech- 
nical and economic feasibility of 


the project as flexible fund. 
Replying to a question, Dr. 
Mahbubul Haq that it 


was not fair to say that Plan had 
taken a bad start. The Federal 
Government would try to make 


"up for some of the shortfalls 


during the second year of the Plan. 

' Dr. Haq said that there were a 
number of reasons for not achieving 
the targets of the 1993-84. The 
Steel Mill was still under complet- 
ion, subsidy had been provided on 
fertiliser and a number of projects 
of the Fifth Plan were yet to be 
completed, he added. 

e said that las year agriculture 
had suffered a setback and its 
growth rate was recorded at five 
per cent instead of 6-.5 per cent. 

e Federal Government had fixed 
an agricultural growth rate at eight 
per cent for the.next financial year 
which would be attained with the 
achievement of the production 
targets for wheat and cotton. 

He said that the Government 
was also introducing a subsidised 
scheme for cotton. It was starting 
an oilseed maximisation programme 
for which a Federal funding of Rs. 
5 crore would be made so that it 
was made available to the farmers 
at a subsidised rate. 

In reply to another question, he 
said that the Government was 
giving top priority to the ener. 
sector and had been .allocating 80 
per cent of the development funds 
for the energy sector. APP 
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PAKISTAN 


COMMENTARY ON VICE PRESIDENT BUSH'S VISIT 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 20 May 84 p 10 
[Editorial: "The Bush Visit"] 


[Text ] MR. GEORGE Bush, the U.S. Vice President has 


just concluded his four-day official visit to Pakistan. 
He was the highest ranking U.S. visitor since the 
Nixon visit in 1969 and the third top American 
official besides Shultz and Wienberger to visit this 
country in one year. The warmwelcome, the tradi- 
tional hospitality and the prominent display by the 
national press of his activities in Pakistan were an 
ample proof of the fact that unlike the Washington 
Post which considers the “Vice President boring” 
and is said to have refused to cover his trip, we found 
him colourful and his visit significant. The Vice- 
President had arrived in Pakistan, after visiting New 
Delhi and has departed for Oman. 


Besides the official banquets, sight-seeing trips and 
a visit to the Afghan refugee camp, the US. Vice- 
President had formal talks with the President and his 
team in the cool and serene atmosphere of Murree. A 
walk in the lawns with President Zia-ul-Hagq, 
unaccompanied by aides, would have given both the 
gentlemen an opportunity to do some plain talking. 
Mr. Bush was expected to discuss a wide range of 
subjects, some of which are of vital significance to 
Pakistan and potentially a source of discord between 
the two countries. For obvious reasons, the official 
statements do not always convey the divergence in 
perceptions between the two governments. Though 
the U.S. Vice-President has asserted that 
“Pak-U.S. relations transcend Soviet aggression” in 
Afghanistan and there was no question of Washington 
losing interest in Pakistan in the event of any settle- 
ment of the Afghan issue, perhaps a more meaningful 
and realistic comment was- made by the President 
who considered it wishful thinking to expect from a 
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Super-Power like the U.S. to protect” our interests at 
its Own expense”. 


One would have expected Mr. Bush to take a cue 
from President Reagan’s recent experience in Beijing 
when his anti-Soviet comments were blacked out 
by the Chinese who are no friends of the Soviets. But 
it seems that he chose to disregard the sentiment of 
the Pakistani nation by indulging in anti-Iranian propa- 
ganda. This was in bad taste and uncalled-for and 
contrary to the established norms of decency and 
courtesy. Bad manners may not be a handicap in the 
U.S. for a potential Presidential candidate, but it 
is not likely to help in the rehabilitation of the tar- 
nished U.S. image in this region. 


Mr. Bush’s remark that he was not aware of any 
U.S. plan to offer assistance to any Gulf country 
‘at this point’ but that “‘it was in our national interest 
to help friends to keep Gulf lanes open”’; instead of 
allaying the fears of a possible U.S. intervention, 
has lent credilibity to the speculation that Washing- 
ton was capable of indulging in yet another reckless 
adventure. If the U.S. Vice-President was under the 
impression that by unleashing a tirade against Iran 
on Pakistan territory, he would be able to convince 
his hosts of the desirability of becoming a partyN{o 
U.S. designs, he should have known by now that he 
was sadly mistaken. ° 


The American visitor’s qualified support to the 
U.N. initiative for a peaceful settlement of the 
Afghan issue does not indicate any appreciation by 
Washington of Pakistan’s concern on the prolong- 
ation of hostilities in Afghanistan and its implications 
for this country. It may be easy for a visiting VIP 
to praise the Pakistanis for their magnanimous 


hospitality in offering refuge to homeless Afghans 
but it is not that easy for a country which has 
accommodated three million refugees to withstand 
the constant tension of expecting a fresh influx any 
moment. 


In any case, Pakisian has no desire to be part of 
any endeavour which seeks to keep the pot boiling 
in Afghanistan or to follow a strategy to “fight to 
the last Afghan.” The interests of Pakistan as well as 
that of the region and its friends dictate a policy that 
seeks a negotiated settlement of the Afghan issue. 
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We hope that this visit provided a useful opportu- 
nity for both leaders to have a candid appreciation 
of each other’s viewpoints and perceptions on a 
number of issues. It is well known that our stand on 
the question of Occupied Palestine, our quest for 
nuclear independence and our desire to keep the 
Gulf free from intervention by outside powers 
is not in consonance with perceived American 
interests and objectives. By taking a principled 
position on these issues, the Pakistan government 
did well to uphold the national interest and to 
strengthen the independent non-aligned policy 
of our country. Our only hope is that these posi- 
tions will be received with maturity and under- 
standing by Washington. After all, it is only natural 
that just as Washington defends what it considers to 
be its national interest, so does Pakistan. 
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PAKISTAN 


COMMENTARY DISCUSSES REGIME'S POLITICAL INTENTIONS 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 13 May 84 p 4 
[Article by Sultan Ahmed: "Consensus, but Not of Ministers Only"] 


[Text] President Ziaul Haq has been saying lately that decisions in regard 
to the future political set up in Pakistan are taken on the basis of consen- 
sus in the federal cabinet. 


He told newspaper editors recently that he stood by his August 12 proposals, 
and all else that he had come up with thereafter were his personal suggestions. 


"As far as the Government is concerned we announce decisions after consensus," 
he declared further when talking to journalists in Lahore on May 6. 


Soon after he came into power seven years ago he used to reply to questions 

in regard to the future, saying that he would take decisions in the military 
council or in consultation with his military colleagues. Later he said he 
would take decisions in consultation with the Cabinet and his military col- 
leagues. But lately the emphasis has been on consensus in the Cabinet. A 
major reason could be that most of his senior military colleagues have retired, 
and he is thinking of his political future. 


Decisions on the basis of consensus is central to Islamic polity. And we have 
too often been told in Pakistan that the consensus in Islam transcends the nar- 
row limits of majority rule and encompasses representatives of the community 

as a whole. 


Acting on the basis of consensus is not uncommon in the West either. That is 
how they come to have a national government during major emergencies. That is 
what bipartisan foreign policy at critical times for the U.S. signifies. 


That consensus can cover the economic life as well. That is how they came to 
have a 'National Compact' in Britain under Harold Wilson's Labour government. 
And the secret of success of Japanese management is said to be consensus, and 
a real sense of participation of all the key elements in an industry and the 
resulting a biding loyalty of workers to the company. 
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Hence if Gen. Zia wants to decide the future of the country on the basis of 
consensus that should not be the consensus of the Cabinet alone. Its minis- 
ters do not represent any party or group or sizeable segment of society. If 

a few of them are retired politicians, a few are retired civil servants and 
military commanders. And they certainly cannot disagree with Gen. Zia in any 
major issues or strike out a course substantially different from his. As min- 
isters nominated by him, they will go along with him, with at best muted 
marginal disagreements on details, 


Ministers cannot stay far from courses fixed for them. That is what Infor- 
mation Minister Raja Zafarul Haq came to learn last week. Gen. Zia denied 

the statements of the Minister that elections would be held on non-party basis 
and the electioneering period would be 72 days. He was not the competent 
authority" to speak on the subject, said Gen. Zia. After this, ministers, 
except the law minister who hardly ever speaks on the subject outside the 
Majlis-i-Shoora, may not want to say anything other than what Gen. Zia had 
said publicly, on the future political arrangement, or to be more safe they 
may simply quote his latest statement, after due verification. 


If a consensus according Islamic traditions has to be sought now, Gen. Zia 
should seek the consensus of the political parties. The range of political 


parties from the ultra-right to quasi-left do reflect the views of the 90 
millions of Pakistan. 


But if he has a poor opinion of the parties he could go direct to the people. 
There has been a good deal of talk of a referendum for long. And recently 
Gen. Zia said he might resort to referendum to ascertain whether the people 
wanted an Islamic system or Western democracy. Later on he dismissed that 
move as a mere personal suggestion, 


Some leaders have been suggesting a referendum to ascertain whether the people 
wanted elections on a party or non-party basis. Mr Abdus Sattar Niazi, secre- 
tary general of JUP, is the latest to do that. 


But in a setup in which Gen, Zia asserts that a long period of electioneering 
would be ruinous for the country and the period would be far shorter than the 
72 days mentioned by Raja Zafarul Haq, galvanising or arousing the masses 
through a referendum is unthinkable, 


If, instead, consensus of the people close to him is what Gen. Zia prefers, he 
coudld have acted on the views of the Majlis-i-Shoora whose strength has been 
expanding steadily. ''The Shoora members are our men and we are supposed to 
assist them," he told pressmen in Lahore on May 6. 


Even while the Shoora members are his men, their collective approach to the 
future political setup of the country is far different from his. And they 
have stated that explicitly and publicly. The 30-member Constitution Committee 
of the Shoora opted for a parliamentary system of government based on parties. 
Gen. Zia did not accept that suggestion. Instead he advised them publicly to 
revise their report; and if che advice was not pressed it was because the 
Shoora members may not have jettisoned their report and opted for the contrary 
course. 
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Even Khawaja Safdar, who adopts a rather independent line briefly and then 
falls in line with the government dutifully, earlier expressed himself in 
favour of elections on party basis and parliamentary democracy. But now he 
knows that discretion is the better part of success in Pakistan. 


It is not therefore proper for Gen. Zia to take the consensus of the nomi- 
nated cabinet seriously. There is hardly any record of ministers disagreeing 
with their chief under the various military governments in Pakistan. Minis- 
ters out of step with the government lost their jobs. Men with such indepen- 
dent outlook do not normally join military governments. 


In this young country, which is an old mortuary of discarded constitutions, we 
should not add to the list of casualties. Many former rulers spoke of the 
peculiar "genius of the people of Pakistan" and claimed to have understood 
that too well, but constitutions they imposed on them did not last. Often 
they violated it themselves at the very first sight of threat or a serious 
challenge to them. 


Mian Tufail Muhammad, whose understanding of politics, democracy and people is 
rather feeble, thinks a little democracy is better than none, even if he had 
to wait for that for seven long years. He says that the August 12 proposals 
offer 65 percent democracy, and if the parties reject them they will be con- 
fronted by a younger and energetic martial law. "But how does the Mian Saheb 
quantify the democratic content of the August 12 proposals as 65 percent 

when some of the basic details of those proposals are yet to be decided or 
made public?" 


The cabinet would take decisions on them by consensus, said Gen. Zia last 
week, 


If consensus is what Gen. Zia seeks, to be a real consensus it has to trans- 
cend the narrow confine of the nominated cabinet. He should seek instead a 
national consensus. Where the parties stand in that regard is obvious. They 
want elections on the basis of the 1973 constitution. He is not agreeable to 
that. In that case he should demonstrate that whatever he proposes has the 
larger consensus of the country, and he should do that through an institu- 
tional process and not as expression of poss and opinion. 


If, instead, he does what he proposes it will not stick, even if the elections 
are held on nonparty basis. The country cannot afford yet another exercise in 
political futility, yet another constitutional arrangement without popular 
sanction, and yet another election unacceptable to the people and vocal politi- 
cal elements in the country. The nation's energies must be used in a construc- 
tive manner, and not negatively again. 
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ZIA URGED TO LIFT BAN ON POLITICAL NEWS 
Karachi DAWN in English 26 May 84 p 2 


[Text] Karachi, May 25--Mr Majid Nizami, the President of the All-Pakistan 
Newspapers Society, has appealed to President General Mohammad Zia-ul-Haq to 
revise the decision banning the publication of political news and reports in 
the national Press. 


In his address of welcome presented to the President on the occasion of the 
annual dinner of the APNS on Wednesday night (partly reported in the Thurs- 
day issue of DAWN), Mr Nizami pointed out that the publishers were eager to 
offer "balanced newspapers" to their readers which was not possible without 
political news. He said politics should not be banished from a country 
created by the Quaid-i-Azam who was himself a great politician. "This coun- 
try was brought into being through a political process which has a continu- 
ity and cannot be regarded as a forbidden fruit," he added. 

He said the world was "a fathomless ocean of politics" and no effort should 
be made to turn Pakistan into a "nonpolitical island. This will be an un- 
natural action." 


The APNS President said a "lawful government and a free Press are complemen- 
tary.’ In this perspective, if there is an inclination to form any kind of 
representative lawful government, it was necessary to make the Press free. 
Without a free Press, no healthy society can be created and moreover in the 
proposed Islamic system it is an essential requirement. 


Making a reference to the system of Press advice, he maintained that the 
officers of the Information Department have assumed the role of "super edi- 
tors" and sometimes newspapers are even "advised" to print certain stories 
on a particular page with a specific instruction about its display. 


Mr Nizami also urged President Zia-ul-Haq to annul the amended section 499 
of the Penal Code which has virtually made the statement of truth a crime. 


In an Islamic State, such a law is a "black spot" which must be removed 
immediately, he said. 
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RELEASE OF LEADERS RULED OUT 


Karachi DAWN in English 26 May 84 p 18 


[Excerpt ] 


CSO 


PESHAWAR, May 25: Three im- 
portant political figures in NWFP 
who still remain in detention are 
not to be released in the near fu- 
ture and no decision about their re- 
lease has been taken by the Gov- 
ernment so far. They are the de- 
funct Tehrik-i-Istiqlal chief, Air 
Marshal (retd) Asghar Khan, pro- 
vincial President of defunct 
Pakistan Peoples Party, Aftab 
Sherpao, and another prominent 
PPP leader, Nasirullah Babar. 

All of them are under house ar- 
rest at Abbottabad and Peshawar. 
This was stated by the NWFP Gov- 
ernor Lt-Gen Fazle Hag, to this cor- 
respondent after the foundation 
laving ceremony of Girls College, 
Charsadda on Thursday evening. 
He said that release of these politi- 
cians was not in sight till at least 
after his return from a month-long 
foreign trip on June 29. 

The Governor is scheduled to 
leave for the US on May 28 for a 
“brief medical check-up and some 
other engagements.” 

Asked about the possibility of 
the release of detained students 
the Governor said, some of them 
might be set free before Ramazan, 
adding that those who appeared in 
a violent mood would not be re- 
leased and “continue to be our 
guests during Ramazan, on the oc- 
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casion of Eid and even later if they 
refuse to mend their ways and fail 
to furnish necessary guarantees of 
good behaviour either themselves 
or by their parents and guardians.” 

The Government, he warned, 
could not tolerate disturbances and 
is determined to deal with mis- 
guided elements among students in 
the most appropriate manner.” 

Asked about his engagements 
during foreign tour, Gen Fazle Haq 
said he would be discussing Afghan 
refugees affairs with Pakistan's 
Permanent Representative to UN, 
Mr Shah Nawaz in New York and 
also with authorities in the United 
Kingdom, and the UNHCR 
officials. 

He expressed grave concern over 
the current “explosive situation” 
in Gulf saying that it should be a 
matter of concern for everybody 
because if the situation keeps on 
deteriorating it will disturb the oil 
supplies of many countries in the 
region including Pakistan, 
adversely affecting “our 
economy”. He hoped that better 
sense would prevail and “the situa- 
tion would be saved through exer- 
cise of maximum restraint.” 


Next year’s ADP 


Asked about the size of next 
year’s Annual Development Prog- 
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ramme for NWFP, Lt-Gen Fazle 
Haq said that the position would 
crystallise after National Economic 
Council meeting on May 27. He ex. 
pected a minimum 15 per cent raise 
in the provincial ADP for 1984-85, 
the size of cu:rent year’s ADP be- 
ing Rs 1,170 million. He was, how- 
ever, certain about a substantial in- 
crease in the ADP for federally ad 
ministered tribal areas which, he 
said, would be to the extent of ab 
out 40 per cent over and above the 
current year’s allocation of Rs 444 
million which would rise to about 
Rs 620 million. 

The present Government. he 
said, was keenly interested in the 
development of tribal areas where 
a number of fresh development 
schemes would be launched so as to 
bring the people of these areas 
economically at par with the rest of 
the province as early as possible. 

The Governor also announced 
raising the status of Charsadda 
tehsil to district level about which, 
he said, a report would be finalised 
in the next two to three months af- 
ter which implementation would 
start. The district wouid in any case 
start functioning after June, 1985, 
or even earlier, if possible, he said 

The Governor also announced 
the establishment of a good public 
school at Charsadda shortly. 
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BALUCH LEADER, IN LETTER TO WALI KHAN, SCORES PUNJABI ASCENDENCY 
Karachi JANG in Urdu 7 May 84 pp 3, 5 


[Text] Recently, the TIMES OF INDIA published excerpts from correspondence 
between Atalluah Khan Mengal, former chief minister of Baluchistan, and 
Abdul Wali Khan, leader of the NDP. JANG published details in a news 
report. It was learned that Sardar Mengal has sent a copy of this letter 
to the London office of JANG. JANG does not agree with the contents of 
this letter but we publish it to inform our readers of the true feelings 
of Sardar Mengal. Our reaction to this letter is given in the editorial 
columns. 


My dear Wali, 


Reading your statement in the 23 March issue of JANG stirred old memories 
of our relationship. Later, on reading Badshah Khan's interview in the 

3 April issue, I decided to write to you. Your disappearance from the 
political scene after our meeting in London was not unexpected, nor did it 
appear to be contrary to present practices in Pakistan. One thing, however, 
is beyond my comprehension: Why do people not know the limits of self- 
delusion? I am sure that your statement in JANG was censored in such a way 
that its real message was lost. However, wittingly or unwittingly, some 

of the message remained clear and in it I did glimpse the nationalist 

Wali, who is interested in more than the mere development of roads and 
bridges for the Pushtoons or mere preservation of the national character 

of Pathans. 


Some people might think that I am trying to fool myself, but I consider it 
unpatriotic even to think that anyone who grew up in Badshah Khan's home 
can be antinational, Based on this belief, I am writing this letter to you, 
but I do not think it is possible for this letter to reach you, despite the 
"freedom of the press" in this country so-called Pakistan but actually an 
extended Punjab. The only other way to express myself to you was to send 
this letter in a sealed envelope to a foreign newspaper. I hope you do not 
mind. 


Wali, I understand the circumstances you are going through because I have 
travelled the same road. I will not say anything to you that may be labelled 
as madness; however, it is not wise to forsake reality simply because it 

is conched in madness. Unfortunately, we are standing at an important 
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crossroads of history. Our slightest mistake will bring unaccountable 
suffering to future generations. One does not have to be a historian to 
understand this situation. We are simply trying to shape the future in 
light of our personal experience. Our personal emotions or vain imagination 
should not affect our decisions. The analysis of past events, present facts 
and future fears should be our only guiding force. 


Wali, is it not a fact that the "territory" that is now called "Pakistan" 

was never demanded by anyone living here? Can we deny that the British 
played the upper hand in the establishment of the Muslim League and Pakistan? 
The British did not do all of this to vindicate themselves of the crimes 

of murdering Bahadur Shah Zafar's sons or killing Sultan Tipu. They had 
their own political axe to grind. To protect their own interests, the British 
preferred a weak and dependent India to a united, strong and independent 
India. Therefore, it was essential to sire a country that would hinder 
India's progress and be a permanent danger to its independence. To achieve 
this goal, they used religious emotions. The British found religion the 
easiest and the most practical ploy to implement their dirty tricks. Thus, 
they divided India based on religion. 


The number of Hindus in the areas that make up Pakistan today is so small 
that the religions slogans did not raise any emotions. Because of this, 

the Muslim League was never a force in this area [NWFP; Baluchistan?]. We 
do not see any indication of a demand or struggle for Pakistan in this area, 
either. All clues point toward the British bureaucracy. It is clear that 
the British bureaucracy played a solo role in the movement to establish 
Pakistan. The proponents of Pakistan, who were anti-people and had no_ idea 
what people wanted, played into the British hands. Thus, the British, in 
order to protect their interests, gave this country to its chosen people, 
the bureaucrats. The imperialists promised stability to this country as 

long as it helped to implement imperialist conspiracies. Thus, the bureau- 
racy (which includes the military and civil services) and service to the 
imperialist powers became prerequisites for the establishment of this 
country. If we eliminate one of these, the existence of this country becomes 
unnecessary. This basic element has been very much evident during the 37 


years of our history. 


There is no doubt that many people were killed because of their ignorance 
about this imperialist conspiracy. For example, East Bengal, which took 

an active part in the establishment of Pakistan, began to consider itself 

a real part of Pakistan. When this vain imagination became uncontrollable, 
the real bosses cut it off from Pakistan and turned it into a financial 
disaster so that it remains dependent on the imperialists. What better 
example of Islam's services to the imperialists’ designs can we find? It 

is obvious that after giving the reins of the present Pakistan to its chosen 
slaves, the imperialists have succeeded in letting the bureaucracy take over 
Bangladesh. In addition to Bengal, some other fanatic Muslims,at British 
insistence and without thinking where Pakistan would be established, began 
to raise slogans about dividing India. The lack of discretion and narrow- 
mindedness of Hindus helped the British implement their dirty tricks. If 

we look closey, it appears that the Muslim bureaucrats of India played a 
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very important part in fulfilling British imperialist designs against the 
background of human carnage and property destruction. 


This country, which came into existence because of Hindu-Muslim hate, first 
tried to annex Hyderabad, Junagadh and Manawader and, later, forcibly took 
over a part of Kashmir. It has fought three wars with India by increasing 
its military power under the sponsorship of some Western countries. It 

has left no alternative for India except to spend most of its national income 
on defense. The obvious result of this strategy in an overpopulated country 
like India is to retard its progress. It is unable to meet the needs of 

its ever-increasing population. Now, things have come to an extreme. Some 
Pakistani leaders have been made responsible for creating additional 
"Pakistans" in India. We oppressed people want to congratulate India on 

its patience and pray that it is vindicated. 


Pakistan is a country that was established to protect imperialist interests, 
as conceived by the British imperialists and demanded by a handful of bureau- 
crats,and it required genocide for its birth. How can the people living 

in it understand the concepts of democratic rights and brotherhood? These 
people did not make this country and they have no right to run it. This 
country belongs to those who established it for the cause that it is still 
fulrilling. The Pakistani rulers call it "service to Islam" and we have 

no way to discredit their claim. As far as East Bengal is concerned, it 
realized its mistake and got out only after paying a heavy price. As for 
the refugees who came from India, the benefit from this "good deed" to them 
was equivalent to performing their own last rites. The British obtained 
"agreement" from Sind, Baluchistan, Suba Sarhad [NWFP] and Punjab that they 
would join Pakistan. In Baluchistan, the "opinion" of a group of men 
appointed by the British political agent and the nonresident members of the 
Quetta municipal corporation was thought sufficient for joining Pakistan 

in order to make Baluchistan's future "bright." In Sind, after Allah 
Bakhsh Soomro was murdered, the opinion of the newly elected assembly created 
by elections held on "Islamic" principles in an "Islamic" country was con- 
sidered good enough for Sind to join Pakistan. In Suba Sarhad, why should 
they allow non-Islamic members of the assembly a right to express opinion? 
So they went directly to people and asked them if they preferred "Islamic" 
or "non-Islamic" slavery. This was a very "just" solution ! All kinds of 
convenient and quick-fix standards were used to bring this "God-given 
country" into existence. 


One thing I do not understand: Why are we being punished for the last 37 
years with "Islamization?" As for Punjab, it was important to shower it 
with all national products, it being the "crusader" state. Of course, 
poor Punjab had to sacrifice a lot to serve "Islam." Anyhow, the Pakistan 
with which Sind, Baluchistan and Suba Sarhad joined with "free consent and 
pleasure" no longer exits. Today's Pakistan is not the same Pakistan; it 
is only an extension of Punjab. In 1973, a sincere attempt to live and 
let live with Punjab was thwarted by Punjab itself. How appropriate is it 
to treat Sind, Baluchistan and Suba Sarhad as legally married wives of 
Punjab under the guise of implementing the 1973 consitution? Is the right 
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to use any province for its own sake as a Punjab monopoly? Under these 
circumstances, is it wise to think that greater Punjab will forsake the 
benefits of Punjab itself? Pitiable are those who want Punjab to stop 
expanding because Punjab is suffering! 


Wali, tell me honestly in the name of Badshah Khan and your friendship with 
the Pushtoon people, can we live with a greater Punjab? Do we need a more 
bitter experience? Perhaps the situation is not as desparate at your end. 
The way, under a premediated plan, Sindis and Baluchis are being changed 
into minorities, we have no choice but to relinquish the identity of this 
country or fight the tyranny of greater Punjab with the slogan "freedom or 
death." 


In my opinion, our old associates who, through their thoughts or actions, 
try to convince people that implementation of the 1973 constitution and 
holding elections will brighten the future of the country are guilty of 

an unforgivable crime against this country. I believe that Sindhis and 
Baluchis are not under any vain imagination. They know that the punishment 
for being weak is sudden death. I do not think that the Pushtoon are any 
less oppressed than we are. National politics of Pushtoons and Baluchis 
have been in agreement in the past. I see no reason why Sindhis, Baluchis 
and Pushtoons cannot agree on their political thinking. How can Pushtoons 
consider themselves safe from Punjab just because Ayub Khan and Yahya Khan 
were in power when Sindhis could not attain any status for their province 
during Bhutto's rule? 


I am aware that you and your associates cannot talk as openly in the greater 
Punjab as can we who are living outside it. I will not advise you to 
emigrate, but, I think it is essential that your political action should 
force Punjab to declare that Sindhis, Baluchis and Pushtoons are second- 
class citizens and must accept that this country is for Punjabis and will 
run according to the wishes of Punjabis. In other words, this country belongs 
to Punjabis. We must force Punjab to throw away its false masks of "Islam," 
"brotherhood" and "national security." This would help Sindhis, Baluchis 
and Pushtoons to see the real Punjab, which has grown strong sucking their 
blood. Punjab has no way out now. It can plunder us only after calling 
itself Punjab. Once you succeed in removing the mask of hypocrisy from 

the face of Punjab, it will self-destruct; you will not have to work at it. 
The demand of the time is that you and your followers emerge from the swamp 
of self-delv:ion and focus your energies on unmasking Punjab. 


Wali, in the name of the sacred word of freedom, I am telling you that what 
today is called Pakistan is actually Punjab itself. Pitiable are those who 
try to make things better in today's Pakistan. There are many names for 
self-delusion, but there is no remedy for it. I1 pray that God save Pushtoons, 
Sindhis and Baluchis from self-delusion. I will work toward this goal until 
death. May God bless you! 


Sincerely, 
Atah Allah Mengal 
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FEW BALUCHIS SAID TO BE IN SENIOR POSTS 


Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 14 May 


[Text ] 
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QUETTA, May. 13: Some four 
years ago,a cell was created 
under the supervision of Mohi- 
-uddin Baloch,the Minister for 
Communication, to arrange job 
Opportunities for the uremp- 
loyed youths of Baluchistan. 
In a year’s time, this cell had 
managed to find jobs for more 
than 400 youths of the 
province. 


The President also made a 
special gesture of goodwill and 
ordered the absorption of all 
the candidates from, Baluchistan 
who qualified in the CSS examine 
tion last year. AS a result, 35 
talented youths of this province 
were taken into the superior 
services of Pakistan against a 
nominal quota of five to seven 
posts. 


However, people here feel that 
Baluchistan youths have not yet 
heen given their due representation 
in the foreign service. They argue 
that there is no dearth of ‘alented 
people in Baluchistan, and aLove all 
with their adequate representation 


in the foreign service they them 
selves covid belie the propaganda 
put out by some mischief-mongers 


abroad and some foreign media 
about the sense of deprivation 
among the people of Baluchistan. 

These are other fields of 
national life where there are no 
representatives of Baluchistan in 
senior positions, For instance, 
Baluchistan totally lacks represen- 
tation in the monetary institutions. 
Despite the persistent demands of 
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the people of the area, no 
representative from Baluchistan has 
been taken into the Pakistan 
Banking CounciL The same is the 
case in the executive boards of the 
nationalised banks and _ other 
financial institutions. 

At present, no representative of 
Baluchistan has been taken into any 
policy-making position, while there 
are number of Baluchistani bankers 
and other financial experts who 
are capable of holding any senior 
position, 

Baluchistan, having strong tnbal 
norms and traditions, also faces 
problems due to some imported 
bureaucrats who take extra time to 
acquaint themselves with the 
problems of this province. Even in 
the police and district management 

oups, officers are being posted 
rom outside Baluchistan. 

Though in the present push- 
button age the trnital system may 
not be pmise worthy, another two 
decades may still pass before this 
system changes. Such change also 
requires representation of the 
people of Baluchistan in the police 
and district management services, 
Every year almost 200 postgradu- 
ates qualify from the Baluchistan 
University, but the majority 
remain jobless. 

The main bodies where there is 
no representation of Baluchistan 
are the Railway Board, Pakistan 
International Airlines, WAPDA, 
PMDC, Pakistan Steel Mills, and the 
Paki stan Atomic-Energy 
Commissic n, 

Besides, a numberof doctors 
and engineers are also’ wandering 
jobless while they could be 
offered jobs in autonomous and 
semi-autonomous bodies. 
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MILK PLANTS FOR PUNJAB PLANNED 


Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 26 May 


[Text ] 


CSO: 
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LAHORE, May 25: Brig. Ejaz 
fiussain, Secretary Livestock Punj- 
ab, has said Punjab Government 
planned to start 73 new milk pl- 
ants during the next financial 
year, 

Out of these plants one wauld be 
set up at Sahiwal, two in Multan, 
one in Rahimyar Khan and 8 would 
be established near the other milk 
Producing areas. All of these plants 
would be sanctioned in the private 
sector. 

He said with these and the 
closed plan » coming into product- 
ion, the dauy processing capacity 
would rise to 200 tonnes or about 
8 per cent of the quantity marketed 
daily, 

The gap of 92 per cent between 
the processing capacity (2000 ton- 
nes) and the quantity marketed 
daily (25000 tonnes) shows the 
potential for expantion of the proc- 
essing facilities. 

Brig. Ejaz said the expanded 
Processing facilities would not only 
add to the daily supplies of good 
quclity milk to urban consumers 
but would also provide more mark- 
eting facilities for rural producers 
and thereby increase their family 
income and indirectly encourage 
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them to maintain more animals of 
better quality. 


He said there has occurred 
an increase in the number of 
milking cows and buffaloes by 
about 15 per cent between 1972 
and 1976. There are also evid- 
ences to conclude that the proport- 
ion of buffaloes has increassed by 
24 =per cent between 1965 and 
1977. despite this, the availability 
of milk and milk products has 
decreased from about 155 k.g. 
per capita per annum between 
1960-65 to about 119 k.g..bet- 
ween 1970-75 and to about 89 kg. 
in 1977-78. The per capita dec 
rease in supply is not the out-come 
of decrease in the total milk prod- 
uction. 

He said to bring about an 
overall increase in milk production 
and consequently its availability in 
increased quantities, one avenue for 
investment is opening of dairy 
farms on fallow state land on 
attractive terms to interested part- 
ies. A minimum piece of 100 acres 
with sweet sub-soil water available 
should be leased. Such a dairy farm 
was expected to generate a reason 
able income,— PPI 
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BALUCHISTAN TO OFFER INVESTMENT PLANS FOR OVERSEAS PAKISTANIS 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 26 May 84 p 6 


[Text] Quetta, May 25--The Government of Baluchistan with the cooperation of 
Overseas Pakistanis Foundation plans to guide and assist the overseas Pakis- 
tanis, interested in productive economic schemes on the coast and in the in- 
terior of Makran. The provincial planning and development departments will 
extend cooperation to the OPF in order to evolve working mechanism for prepa- 
ration of such investment schemes. 





Lt. Gen. Sardar F.S. Lodi, the Governor of Baluchistan in a letter to Syed 
Iqbal Imam, Managing Director OPF has offered maximum possible cooperation, 
assistance and active support on behalf of Provincial Departments and Agencies 
to OPF for accelerating welfare activities in Baluchistan. The Governor said 
"I was greatly impressed to learn about the welfare activities of the Over- 
seas Pakistanis Foundation during my recent visit to Turbat." He hoped that 
the welfare efforts of the OPF in the province would be further strengthened 
and streamlined. The Governor said the provincial government would be very 
happy to extend any help and assistance which may be required by the Overseas 
Pakistani Foundation, 


It may be mentioned here that the Overseas Pakistanis Foundation intends to 
undertake a new experiment in the sphere of development of housing colony in 
Turbat. The land to be allotted by the Baluchistan Government will be devel- 
oped into plots of different sizes. 


This will provide investment incentive as well as job opportunities for 
returnee migrants. 


Another task that OPF is "contemplating to undertake is building of small 
size 'Dams' on perinneal streams adjacent to Turbat for reclamation of land." 
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MINISTER SAYS NO PLANS TO RAISE RAILWAY FARES 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 26 May 84 p 8 


[Text] Lahore, May 25--Nawabzada Abdul Ghafoor Khan Hoti, Federal Minister 
for Railways, has said Pakistan Railway Ministry had no proposal to increase 
the railway fares in the near future. 


Talking to PPI before his departure for Islamabad, he said, that deficit would 
be met by increasing the income by plugging the leakage of revenue. 


He said he had directed railway officers to be vigilant to check ticketless 
passengers and to conduct raids to capture such passengers and realise fare 
and fine from them. 


Answering a question he said Pakistan Railway was paying 44 percent subsidy to 
each passenger which comes to Rs. 124 crore in total. 


Replying to yet another question, he said, the railway act was being amended 
to check ticketless passengers. He said fine for such offence may be 
raised to 100 percent. 


He said out of the fine 10 percent would be given to the ticket examiner who 
will get hold of ticketless passengers. 


He said despite all difficulties the railway was earning more than the last 
fiscal year. During the first 10 months of the current financial year, he 
said passenger earning was Rs. 1242.3 million which was 17.5 percent more 
than the corresponding period of the last year. In goods traffic the railway 
earned Rs. 1487.4 which has shown an increase of 20.8 percent. 
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ARMS SMUGGLING, SUBVERSION SEEN AS PART OF CONSPIRACY 
Karachi JANG in Urdu 5 May 84 p 3 
[Editorial: "Arms Smuggling and Subversives"] 


[Text] The arrest of 112 dangerous subversives by the Special Task Force 
appointed by the government of the North West Frontier Province and the 
recovery from these individuals of a large quantity of modern weapons, 
bombs and literature aimed at spreading subversion reflects the continuing 
smuggling of weapons and armed subversives into Pakistan from the neighboring 
country of Afghanistan. The subversives are trained and sent into Pakistan 
under a carefully laid plan to commit subversive acts such as bombing 
government buildings and assassinating prominent personalities, most of 
whom are said to be connected with Punjab. Only 2 days ago, a bus loaded 
with weapons was captured in Quetta; the arms are believed to have been 
brought from Afghanistan. 


Only two important incidents are mentioned here to illustrate the point; 
details of such incidents, however, have been reported often in recent 
years, especially since the occupation of Afghanistan by Russian troops 

and the start of the resistance movement by the Mujahidin. The smuggling 
of weapons,which in fact is nothing less than the sending of arms and 
subversives into Pakistan for the purpose of subversion, is part of a 
conspiracy aimed at creating confusion in Pakistan, spreading fear and 
anxiety among the people and, at some particular time, starting large-scale 
subversion to undermine our security and existence. Recently, another such 
incident was reported from Lahore; law enforcement officials uncovered 
large quantities of weapons and arrested a number of individuals involved 
in the plot. The weapons had been smuggled into Pakistan from India, and 
those invloved in the conspiracy included certain enemies of the country 
who fled Pakistan and now are busy plotting against the freedom and integrity 
of the country from outside Pakistan. 


If one keeps in mind the presence of Afghan and Russian troops on Pakistan's 
northwest border and India's military preparations on the eastern frontier, 
the events occurring on Pakistan's borders can be seen as links in a 

single chain. It seems as though our enemies are doing these things for 

a special purpose, and they intend to follow the same course of action in 
Pakistan that they adopted in the former East Pakistan before the attack. 
Obviously, if together with aggression, subversion also is started inside 
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the country, a delicate and harmful situation could be created that would 
be difficult for the armed forces to control. Those institutions of our 
country that are foiling the enemy's plots against the country deserve the 
commendation of the entire nation. But the organized manner in which the 
enemy is proceeding with its conspiracies raises the possibility that some 
subversives might succeed in finding a way to enter the country. The 
assassination of Chaudhry Zuhur Illahi in the past was the result of this 
kind of subversion. Although the government is keeping a close watch on 
the situation, it is necessary not only to take all measures possible for 
safety and defense but also to protest to those countries who are engaged 
in these reprehensible activities. Protests should also be voiced on the 
international level against this terrorism and subversion in order to unmask 
those who profess to uphold world peace and the Five Principles. What 

is needed, most of all, is to capture the subversives and to complete 
rapidly the various stages of investigation, and to lose no time in bring- 
ing to a logical conclusion the cases against them. These subversives 
should receive such an exemplary punishment that no subversive would have 
the courage to enter Pakistan. Those who plot against our freedom, 
integrity and existence should not receive soft treatment. Needless to 
say, these individuals have political connections in Pakistan. The 
government should unmask them so that the people can become aware of those 
political elements within the country who pretend to sympathize with the 
people but are engaged in destroying the country from outside. 
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BENAZIR, MENGAL STATEMENTS CONDEMNED AS UNPATRIOTIC 
Karachi JANG in Urdu 7 May 84 p 3 
[Editorial: "Unpatriotic Behavior"] 


[Text] Certain Pakistani political leaders who, because of personal con- 
siderations or needs, reside outside the country sometimes make statements 
that are not expected of patriotic political activists. Their disagreement 
with the present ruling authorities is understandable, and no one is 
surprised when they criticize the government's policies. But when the 
dislike of the present authorities is carried to the extent that the very 
existence of Pakistan and its national interests are verbally attacked, 
then a patriotic citizen has to condemn such behavior. We say this be- 
cause of recent statements by Miss Benazir Bhutto, leader of the defunct 
People's Party of Pakistan, and the Baluch leader, Ataullah Mengal. In an 
interview with the TIMES OF INDIA, Miss Benazir Bhutto said that the Sikhs 
had been allowed to hold processions in Pakistan. This is a baseless rumor 
that only gives an opportunity to foreigners to accuse Pakistan of complicity 
in the Sikh movement. Opponents have already levelled such charges, which 
have been refuted by the Government of Pakistan. When such an accusation 
is made by one of Pakistan's political leaders, one is forced to call it 
regrettable. 


Similarly, Ataullah Mengal has made statements regarding the founding of 
Pakistan that are historically false and without proof; no man in his 
right senses would say such things. Sardar Mengal's opposition to the 
present Government of Pakistan is no secret; but the manner in which he 
has tried to falsify historical facts and endeavored to reduce the 
importance of the referendum in the North West Frontier Province and the 
vote in Baluchistan in favor of Pakistan in 1947 can only be called 
intellectual dishonesty. Knowledgeable people have always entertained 
doubts about the maturity of the views of certain political leaders; 

such irresponsible talk further damages the image of these leaders and 
they should refrain from such talk. Also, these individuals should express 
their views regarding Pakistan's internal situation after their return to 
Pakistan and in front of the people. To make such statements outside the 
country makes them even more reprehensible. 


9863 
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PAKISTAN STEEL TO ADD TANDEM MILL 


Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 20 May 84 p 10 


[Text ] 


CSO: 
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KARACHL May. 19: The Pakistan 
Steel Complex is to undergo 
further expansion with the const- 
ruction of a 150 million U.S. dollar 
“Tandem ‘sill’, which will re- 
process black plate produced by the 
adjacent cold rolling mill. 

Disclosing this at a press conf- 
erence at the Karachi airport this 
morning on hig return from a two- 
week visit of England aad Turkey, 
Federal Production Minister Lt. 
Gen. Saeed Qadir said a decision 
on whether to purchase the 
machinery for the tandem mill 
‘rom Western Europe or America 
is to be taken by the end of this 
financial year (end-June 1984). 

He said the cold rolling mill 
itself will be fully completed in 
August or September this year, 

its 450,000-ton per year out- 
put would consist of rolled steel 
sheets carrying thickness and profi- 
le-bending sections (i.e. differently- 
shaped angle irons and “T” and 
“I” secticn used in making girders. 

The cold rolling mill’s output 
is to include an annual 90,000 
tons of black plate, and this is to 
be further reduced in thickness 
at the proposed tandem mill. 

The black plate will later be 
used by private sector factories 
to produce tin plate, the present 
national demand for which stands 
around 60,000 tons per year. 

Tin plate is widely used in the 
food-processing industry for the 


manufacture of tin cans. 

By the time the tandem mill is 
ready to go into production in 
around three years’ time, the dome 
stic demand for tin plate is expe- 
cted to rise to a high enough 
level enabling full utilisation of the 
90,000 tons black plate produced 
at the cold rolling mil. 

The Federal Production — 


ster said the tandem mill 


be a completely mtegrated part 
of the overall Pakistan Steel 
Mill project and is to be sited just 
adjacent to the cold rolling mill. 
The machinery for the tandem 
mill is expected to cost around 
70-80 million U.S. dolwars. 
» to Oadir said during his visit 
England (where he was accom- 
panie by Pakistan Steel Mill Chair- 
man Nawaz Akhtar he visited 
various industrial units and held 
discussions with senior officials 
on a number of projects relating 
to the further industrialisation 
of the Pakistani economy. 


The Federal Production Mini- 
ster went on to say that during 


his visit to Turkey he had met: 


Turkish government officials and 
discussed with them whether the 
two countries could cooperate with 
each other in the industnial sector. 
Turkey was more advanced then 
Pakistan in this field and was 
prepared to assist us in economic 
development.— APP 
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PAKISTAN 


WEEKLY CHALLENGES GOVERNMENT ORDER 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 18 May 84 p 6 


[Text] Lahore, May 17--Lahore High Court has granted stay against the Punjab 
Government's order, asking the publisher of AWAMI JAMHOORIAT, weekly, to 
deposit cash security of Rs. 2,000 with the District Magistrate, Lahore. The 
Court has issued these orders on a petition filed by Mohammad Rafiq Khwaja 
against the orders of the Punjab Government. 


The Court after hearing Mr Najam-uz-Zaman, Assistant Advocate General, Punjab, 
adjourned the case to May 21 so that the Government Advocate could get proper 

instructions in the case. The Court wrote in its order that further action in 
consequence of the impugned order of the government, was, however, stayed for 

the time being. 


The publisher of the weekly in his petition said that the order which has been 
passed by the Home Secretary, was preceded by a show cause notice wherein it 
was alleged that five articles captioned "Policy of friendship with American 
imperialism and love for feudal system is contradictory to the aspirations of 
freedom, democracy and progress," "Afghanistan, America and Pakistan"--views 
of an American expert", and "The classes and contradictions in Pakistani 
society,'' were likely to cause feelings of enmity between citizens of Pakistan 
and to create contempt and hatred against the government established by law 
and were thus within the mischief of Section 24 of the Press and Publications 
Ordinance 1963. The publisher's reply to the show cause notice was found un- 
satisfactory whereafter action under Section 27 of the Press Ordinance was 
taken. 


The publisher in his constitution petition before the High Court maintained 
that the views expressed in the five articles were not hit by any law and 
contained legitimate views of an important section of Pakistani people who 
believe that Pakistan must keep clear of the American global machinations in 
general and its strategy towards Afghanistan in particular, and that its com- 
mon people and minority communities cannot achieve the goal of free, democra- 
tic and prosperous life so long as the economy in Pakistan is ridden by the 
feudal system, imperialist loans and monopoly interests. The publisher main- 
tained that to advocate the cause of establishing a truly democratic and 
secular Pakistan free from exploitation by foreign and local interests was 
his basic democratic right. 
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TOURISM DEVELOPMENT PLANS DISCUSSED 


Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 26 May 


[Text ] 
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LAHORE, May 25S: The Punjab 
Tourism Department will spend 
Rs. 100 to 120 million during the 
Sixth Five-Year Plan on the 
development of domestic tourism 
including the raising of a tourists 
near Wagah. 

is was stated by Jameel 
Qureshi, Director, Tourism, Punjab, 
in an interview in ‘Bilmushafa’ 
programme of Radio Pakistan 
Lahore. 


He said the tourists vi 
would be equipped with all facili- 
hes, particularly to attract foreign 
tourists. ; 

To a question about other pro- 
zammes of the department, he said 

alar K near Jhelum was a 
beautiful place and it had all poten- 
tial to become an attractive tourists 
resort. The department would 
provide lodging facilities and estab- 
lish a restaurant there. Similarly, 
he added, Fort Maoonro would be 
developed and accommodation 
would be provided for the tourists 


there. 
Jamell Qureshi said the 


department had also a plan to 
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develop travellers resorts along the 
national highway from Rahimyar 
Khan to Attock and to further 
im prove whatever facilities availa ble 
for the tourists at present. 

Replying to a question about the 
promotion of _ inter-provincial 
tourism, he said the department 


‘had chalked out a programme to 


invite students from other 
provinces to see worth seeing places 
in punjab. He added that 1984 


‘had been declared a tourism year in 


Pakistan , and’ the Tourism 
Department was holding in this 
connection the photo exhibitions in 
various parts of the province. 

He said the department had also 
been arranging daily conducted 
tours of historic city of Lahore for 
tourists. 

About the development of 
Changa Manga as a tourists resort, 
he said the department was fully 
aware of the potential of Changa 
Manga as a tourist resort, it was also 
preparing schemes with the co-ope- 
ration of divisional commissioners 
in their respective divisions for the 
eee of tourists resorts,- 
A 
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INCREASE IN ORGANIZED CRIME TERMED ‘ALARMING’ 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 19 May 84 p 4 
[Editorial: "Alarming Increase in Organised Crime" ] 


[Text ] Organised crime is on the increasein the country 


despite official efforts to underplay it, and the 
increase in such crimes in Sind is as alarming as is its 
diversity. In the interior of the province it is not 
money alone the dacoits are after. In quite a few 
cases robberies by gangs went along with group raping 
of women. Some of the killings are acts of revenge. 
And while cases of kidnapping of persons, ranging 
from landlords and traders to doctors and students 
for large ransom are on the increase, those who try to 
obtain release of their relations by offering the sums 
demanded are also put to death sometimes. As a 
result, there have been ‘hartals’ in Larkana, Sukkur 
and other towns in the area from where persons had 
been kidnapped for ransom and at times put to death. 
The people blame the police for complicity in some 
of the crimes, while the authorities and the police 
blame the landlords for harbouring criminals. Un- 
doubtedly a number of landlords have gangsters at 
their disposal or harbour them. So far 65 landlords 
have been picked up by the police from Sukkur Divi- 
sion on suspicion of sheltering notorious criminals. 
As for police complicity in such dacoities, there was 
recently the case of a dacoit in Dadu district who, on 
arrest, turned out to be a police constable. 


In the latest large-scale killing by dacoits, seven 
persons who went to obtain the release of four of 
their relations kidnapped earlier with the ransom 
money in their hands were murdered near Sukkur. 
The stunned city observed ‘hartal’ to register its pro- 
test against such ghastly crimes. And only the other 
day five policemen were gunned down by dacoits in 
twc separate encounters. 


In crimes against women in the interior of Sind, 
four women who were asleep in a labour camp after 
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working with their men-folk were raped by gangsters 
after their men were tied up. In another case a girl 
refused to be seduced by a dacoit, who thereupon 
brought his gang and_ raped four women of the 
household. The sex element is giving a horrible new 
dimension to the increasing crimes by organised 
gangs, determined to have their way everywhere. 


Highways in Sind have become hazardous not only 
for those who travel by private cars but even for 
those who use buses. Sometimes buses, trucks and 
pickups are looted in the same place one after 
another as if the gangsters owned the highway. 
Despite all the headlines about mobile police patrols, 
they have showed little result in curbing crime on the 
highways. 


The Inspector General of Police, Sind, wants 
10,000 more policemen, just as the Punjab authorities 
want 40,000 more. He wants Re. | per head per day 
to finance the police force which comes to 10 per 
cent of the per capita income of Pakistan. The fact is 
that money alone will not solve the problem, nor 
even an increase in the number of cops, or an impro- 
vement in the fire power of their guns, or the speed of 
their vehicles. The quality of the police force and its 
sense of duty are more important, factors. And there 
is a political dimension, too, to such happenings. 
While landlords harbouring criminals are adequately 
dealt with, the integrity and efficiency of the police 
have to improve radically. Senior men must set the 
right examples for others. If the dacoits have lost all 
fear of the police, the people are losing faith in 
them. And that augurs ill for everyone. 


END 
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